' 


A atheists Rdin te 


ast 


hee 


sas ot see soy oo 
~ whee et 


at tie 


SD side 0 


Sema > coe 


a 









THE OFFICIA 


" 33p CONGRESS, 2p Session. 


L PR 












irginia from service upon the Committee 
aye Affairs, and I do trust, after the state- 
ment which has been made by my friend from 
Virginia to this House, that some gentleman who 
yoted in the majority upon the motion to set apart 
a day for the consideration of the business sug- 
ested by him, and defeated that motion, will 
move to reconsider the vote, so that the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs may have extended to it the 
rivilege asked of disposing of the important bus- 
iness pressing before them, _ 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Why does not 
the gentleman from Alabama submit the motion 
himself? 


Mr. PHILLIPS. Would it be in order for me 


* to make that motion? 


The SPEAKER. It would not bein order, 
unless by the unanimous consent of the House, 
because there is already a special order now in 
operation. r 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Upon the point of 
excusing the gentleman from Virginia from fur- 
ther service upon the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
[ have only one remark to make. I hopethatmy 
friend will not be excused, and that he will with- 
draw his application for excuse. I am satisfied 
from what | saw in the House after 1 came here 
this morning, and upon inquiries | made in regard 
to the motion which I intended to submit, to get 
a day fixed for the consideration of the Texas cred- 
itors’ bill, that the difficulty which the gentleman 
from Virginia experienced in getting a day set 
apart for the consideration of the business of the 
Naval Committee arose, not from any indisposi- 
tion upon the part of the House to dispose of the 
business ready to be reported from thatcommittee, 
but from the fact that he had fixed upon an unfor- 
tunate day. I know that there are a great many 
gentlemen upon the floor who. had their hearts set 
upon the day he had fixed for the consideration of 
what they considered very pressing business. oe 
original resolution embraced the very days whic 
the resvlution of the gentleman did, and I changed 
the time in order to avoid any conflict or confu- 
sion that might grow out of it. 

The SPEAKER. The consideration of the 
special order was postponed one hour, which ex- 
pired some five minutes ago. The gentleman from 
Hiinoie {Mr. Ricnarpson] insists upon the execu- 
tion of the special order. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I hope the 
dersand for the previous question on my resolu- 
tion will be entered upon the Journal. 

he SPEAKER. That can be only done by 
the unanimous consent of the House, if the gen- 
tleman from Illinois insists upon the special order. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 gave way foran hour 


only to the consideration of business that did not | 


relate to the Territories. I cannot depart from the 
determination I then expressed. I ask that com- 
mittees be called in their regular order for terri- 
torial business. 

The SPEAKER. After the request of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia [Mr. Bocock] is disposed of 
the Chair will state the order of business. 

Mr. ORR. I hopethe gentleman from Virginia 
may be induced to withdraw his request. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask the consent of the Houce 
to make a brief statement in regard to this matter. 

The SPEAKER. Is it the pleasure of the 
House to hear the gentleman from Georgia? 

Mr. FLORENCE. I submit that what the 
gentleman desires to say, has nothing to do at all 
with the subject-matter before the House. It has 
no reference to any remark made by the chairman 
of the Naval Committee in asking to be relieved 
from the performance of his duties. I earnestly 
Pray that there will be no more indulgence. 

he SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand for what object the gentleman from Georgia 
has arisen—a matter which he can, perhaps, ex- 
poe himself. The Chair does not know whether 
e intends to submit a motion or not. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [think that we ought to 
sympathize with the gentleman from Virginia, 
and not with the gentleman from Georgia. 


[trust the House will not excuse the gentleman 
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New Sentes....:No. 29. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- || The SPEAKER. 

tion to the gentleman from Georgia making his || answered. 

statement. — ‘ | Mr. STANTON. I took the floor to offer a 
Mr.SEWARD. A few days ago lI made some’! resolution from that committee, but was inter- 

charges of rather a strange character against the || rupted by someone taking the floor for other pur- 

Naval Committee. At that time I was under the | poses. 

impression that they were rather remiss in their || The SPEAKER. The report will be received 

duties, as [ had some business before them, in || now. 

which I felt considerable interest, that] considered | Mr.STANTON. I aminstrticted by the Com- 

did not receive the attention which it merited. I || mittee of Elections to offer a resolution to authorize 

am sorry that my colleague, who isa member of | the Clerk of the House to pay to James Cann 

that committee, did not afford me, at the time, the || Lane, Delegate from New Mexico, his mileage 

explanation which he has subsequently done, as || and per diem. ; 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does that come 

the remarks I did. I believe that the Naval Com- || in under the head. of territorial business ? 

mittee have faithfully discharged their duty, and || Mr. STANTON. I only desire to have it re- 

have done all they could to present the business || ferred to a Committee of the Whole House. 

before them for the consideration of the House;|| The SPEAKER. It is not+territorial business. 

but the time has been so much taken up with the || Mr. JONES. [ object. 

consideration of special orders, that it has been || The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ken- 

impossible for them to present such matters tothe || tucky proposes to submit the resolution to a 

House as they desired to present. I hope the || Committee of the Whole House that it may go 

chairman of the Committee on Naval Affairs will || upon the Private Calendar. The Chair decides 

withdraw his application to be excused from fur- || that it is a private bill. 

ther service on that committee; but in anything | || Mr. JONES. Then it cannot be reported at 

have said, I do not wish to withdraw that which |) this time. 

I said the other day in referenceto the Committee | The SPEAKER. It cannot, if objected to. 

on Foreign Affairs. (Laughter. 1 Mr. JONES. _I object. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois: Is this|}| The SPEAKER. It is not, then, in order, 

matter debatable? | under the resolution of the House. Reports from 
The SPEAKER. It is not. || the Committee of Ways and Meatis are in order. 
Mr. WENTWORTH. [understand thattwo || Mr. HIBBARD. The Committee of Ways 


or three gentlemen have given their reasons to this . , 
oe : oer || 2nd Means, to which was referred Senate bill (No. 
aay enawhenes seealacth im ieaeate ‘| 305) to direct a reéxamination of the accounts be- 
Se ee ae Y || tween the United States and the State of Mary- 


I may not be permitted to show that there is more | land, have instructed me to make an adverse re- 
patronage at the disposal of the Judiciary Com- || 


mittee than the Naval in the increase of the sala- | port thereon; and as it proposes to make an 


; ca lees ; || appropriation, | move that it be referred te the 
ries of judges and the division of States into new |; Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Cant go:pn? || Union, and that the bill and be. printed 
TheSPEAKER. Isit the pleasure of the House || © 210 enc that the Sill and report be printed. | 
that the gentleman from Iindis make a speech? } , arte of Tennessee, Ia that territorial 


Several Mempers objected. : 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 1 do not wish to H bg thee Thos I object to it. 
make a speech, but to make a personal appeal to || The SPEAKER. The report cannot be re- 


a fan tom Virgin (Mr. Bococe] eth evel Only report relating to tear bu 
, ~~ ; | ness are strictly in order. 

the Naval Committee at this time. I ask him to } The call of ae was then reshmed. 

withdraw it for the present, and renew the request | u ' ‘a 

in the morning, if, upon mature deliberation, he || _ Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Public 


thinks that he ought to do it. || Lands, to which was referred the memorial of the 


Mr. FLORENCE. [ earnestly trust that the | Legislative Assembly of the Territory of New 
gentleman from Virginia will yield to the appeal. || presen ae oe Sinan the ames sroedy:, the ar- 
Mr. BOCOCK. 1 did not intend to saya word || © ad neviormenk a ah be a ere 
further upon this matter. The House is, of} Ce sieeih en vitor: that i be reterred to the 
course, the best judge of what is intended by its || tle - “ cr —, 
own action, I took my position upon a public | ee 
view of this question, and I looked at the matter On motion by Mr. DISNEY, it was 
i q ’ ; 
as it would appear to the public. I cannot con- Ordered, That the Committee on Public Lands be dis- 
Pp P 
ceive that the action of the House would present i Charged tions Ro eee eens eee abana bills 
: j nd petitions, an 1 ye same on ane; 
any other appearance to the public than that there \| H.R. No. 557. A bill for the relief of the owners and 
was something wrong in regard to the manage- || occupants of the town of Omaha city, in the Territory of 
ment of the affairs of the Naval Committee. The || Nebraska, and for other purposes. 
House are, of course, the best judge of that matter, I} 9 iooseateontaeen — ealpaniiaiindinene cites, in 
and the must act gpon it as they think best. j i} H.R. No. 639. A bill to protect the pronrietors of tewn:, 
. The SPEAKER. The question now pending \\ in Nebraska Territory, in their town sites. 
is, ** Shall the gentleman from Virginia be excused || The petitions of Madison Mills, of F. J. Marshall and 
from further service on the Committee on Naval |! others, and of John Etlis and others, in relation to town 
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It was called, but no one 





Affaire?” ’ || sites ia Kansas and Nebraska Territories. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in ‘| Mr. DISNEY, from the Committee on Public 
the negative. || Lands, reported House bill (No. 688) to amend 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I understood || 8" act approved 26th August, 1852, entitled ** An 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr, Pecuansees) to || act to reduce and define the boundaries of the 
be willing, before he insisted upon the special order, || Military reserve at St. Peter’s river, in the Terri- 
that I should simply call for the previous question | ‘Ty of Minnesota,” and for other purposes; 
upon the adoption of my resolution. || which was read a first and second time, committed 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understood the ‘| tn the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
gentleman from Illinois as insisting upon the spe- i Union, and ordered to be printed. 
cial order. aa || On motion by Mr. DISNEY, it was 

Mr. OLDS. I insist upon the regular order. || Ordered, That the Committee on Publie Lands be dis- 


|| charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
TERRITORIAL REPORTS. {| Naney Taylor, and other citizens of Washington Territory, 


The SPEAKER. Reports of a territorial nature || for an amendment to the law of that Territory, and that the 
are in order from the Committee of Ways and || S™¢ be !aid upon the tabie. 
Means. | Mr. DISNEY, from the same committee, to 

Mr.STANTON, of Kentucky. HastheCom- || which was referred the bill of the Senate (No. 
mittee of Elections been called ? | 129) entitled “An act to authorize the sale of 
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reserved lands, and for other purposes,’’ reported 
the same without amendment. ‘ 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to the Commit- 
tee of th Whole on the state of the Union, and be printed. 

Mr. DISNEY, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill (H. R. 689) to establish the office of 
surveyor general of Utah, and to grant lands to 
actual p rs therein; which was read a first and 
second time, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, and ordered to | 
be printed. 

Mr. HENN, from the same committee, to 


which was referred bills of the House of the fol- || hundred and fifty-two thousand four hundred and || of the existence of this action was the docke 


lowing titles: 
A bill to regulate the location of bounty land | 
warrants in Oregon Territory; and 
A bill to establish an additional land district in 
the Territory of Oregon; reported the same sev- | 
erally, with amendments. 
Ordered, That said bills be committed to the Committee | 
of we Whole on the state of the Union, and be printed. 
Mr.CUTTING. The Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, which was charged with the following reso- 


lution of the House, have directed me to report a || . ) an | 
|) unauthorized alteration of it was made by effacing 

and inserting the word ‘‘ and;’’ || 
so that the act was made to read—that no por- | 


joint resolution: 


Whereas, the law organizing the Territory of Minnesota, | 
in the last clause of section six, in the following terms, 
viz., “All laws passed by the Legislative Assembly and 
Governor, shall be submitted to the Congress of the United 
States, and, if disapproved, shall be null and of no effect,” 
reserves to Congress the right of reviewing and disapproving 
all laws passed by said Territorial Legislature: Therefore— 

Resolved, That the acts of said Territorial Legisiature, 
as certified to this body, be referred to the Committee on 


the Judiciary, and that said committee inquire into the || 


ropriety of declaring the act chartering the Minnesota and 
orthwestern Railroad Company null and of no effect, and 
that they make report to this House of their action in the 
premises, 
‘The resolution was reported, as follows: | 
A resolution to disapprove and disaffirm an act 
of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Minnesoia, entitled ‘* An act to incorporate the 
Minnesota and the Northwestern Railroad Com- | 


pany.” | 

Me. CUTTING. Mr. Speaker, I am directed , 
by the Committee on the Judiciary to make a | 
brief statement of the circumstances connected | 
with the act proposed to be disapproved, and 
upon which this report is founded. [It is within 
the recollection of the House that, at an early day | 
of the last session, a bill came from the Senate | 
granting portions of the public land to the Terri- 
tory of Minnésots to aid in the construction of a 
railway. And about the same time, in pursuance | 
of notice, another bill was introduced in this 
House, by one of the honorable members from | 
Michigan, having the same objectin view. While 
these two bills were pending-——— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I would suggest that 
this joint resolution be referred to the Committee | 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and that | 
the explanation be postponed until that time. | 

Mr.CUTTING. Whenl have made the state- | 
ment which I hold to be due to the committee of | 
which I am a member, I shall then take the 
sense of the House as to what disposition shall | 
be had of the matter. 

When interrupted, Mr. Speaker, I was observ- | 
ing that, while these two bills were under con- | 
sideration—the one from the Senate and the other 
originatingin this House—an act was passed by the 
Territorial Legislature of Minnesota—approved | 
by the Governor thereof—on the 4th day of March, 
incorporating the Minnesota and Northwestern | 
Railroad Company. : ‘ 

It is necessary that [ should draw the attention | 
of the House to one of the provisions of that act. | 
It was provided that the lands which had been, 
or might at any time thereafter be, granted by the | 
United States to the Territory of Minnesota, to | 
aid in the construction of this railroad, should be, 
and thereby were, vested absolutely in the indi- | 
viduals composing this company, without the ne- 
cessity of any further deed or grant; so that the. 
title, by virtue of this act, to ali these lands was, 
as far as this territorial act could make it, perfect. | 
The amount of land disposed of by these bills to | 
aid Minnesota was eight hundred and fifty-two | 
thousand four hundred and eighty acres. 

The bill which came from the Senate was re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Territories, and, 
having been reported on favorably by that commit- , 
tee, was referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. After discussion in cem- 


|| benefit of any railroa 


| 
} 
i 


1 
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with amendments. One of these amendments was 
carried in the House, and then, on motion, the bill 
was laid upon the table. Subsequently, the bill, 
which had been introduced on notice by one of 
the honorable members from Michigan, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, was 
reported back by the same gentleman, and was 
retained in the House, and, after various questions 
; taken on it, was finally passed. But inasmuch 
| ag anterior to that action there had been the ter- 
| ritorial act, now proposed to be disapproved, 
| passed, by whichthe title, in fee, to all these eight 


eighty acres were vested in this Minnesota and 


| Northwestern Railroad Company, this House de- | 
|| clared that no portion of the lands provided for by || ciary, without entering into the dis 


| that bill should inure to the benefit of any railroad 


| corporation, constituted or organized. As this | 


| Northwestern Railroad Company had been consti- 
| tuted by law, but not organized, it came within 
the direct purview of the act of this House, and 


|| Was intentionally excluded from any benefit from 
|| the grant of theselands, After this bill bad passed, 


it is within the recollection of the House that an 


| the word ‘‘or,”’ 


} tion of the lands nangives should inure to the 


| tion, ingennection with the act which we propose 
| to annul, to these lands—thus perverting the act, 
| by the alteration, to the exact contrary of what 
| the Elouse had determined. 

| This bill went to the Senate, and from there to 


| Executive on the 29th of June, and on the 30th 
June, or the Ist of July, as quick as news could 
reach the city of New York, a meeting was held 
by certain individuals at the Astor House, who 


thousand acres of land, and insisted that they had 


t having been suspected that some unauthorized 
and fraudulent alteration had been made in the act, 
a committee of investigation was raised. The 
result was two reports; and a bill being intro- 
duced by a portion of the committee of investiga- 
tion, declaring the construction of the act as it 
passed this Hlouse, on motion of an honorable 
gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Cratce,] 


out, and a section repealing the act granting these 
lands to Minnesota, was substituted and carried. 
After this repeal had thus been consummated by 
the House, the Senate, for want of time to concur 
in the House bill, amended a private bill by adding 
| a section repealing the Minnesota land biil, and in 
| this form returned it to this House, which con- 
curred, and was approved by the President. 

| Notwithstanding this repeal thia railroad ¢om- 
| “T . a. I 

| pany insisted that it was beyond the power of 
this House, beyond the power of Congress to re- 
| peal a statute which had vested a right, or interest 
10 lands in the Territory of Minnesota; and that, 
therefore, their title to these lands, claiming under 
the Territory of Minnesota, had not been, and 
could not be, impaired by any act of Congress. 
| Shortly afterwards, and as early as the 23d day 
| of October—I desire the House to notice dates— 





| 


| the district attorney of the United States for the | 


Territory of Minneséta, without any instructions 
| from any Department, without the knowledge of 
| any Department, and in violation of his official 
duty, commenced an action, in the name of the 
| United States, against this Northwestern Railroad 

Company, the object and purpose of which was 
to enable the title of this company to these lands 
to be adjudicated. [t was an action of trespass 
| for entering upon these lands, and cutting down 
| timber, and carrying itaway. It was commenced 
| on the 23d of October. The pleadings are exceed- 


_ingly voluminous; but within the remarkably | 


' short space of twelve days the summons were 
, served, declaration filed, plea put in, replication 
| to the plea filed, and demurrer to the plea; issue 
| was thus joined, the cause set down for argument, 





company, constituted and | 
| organized. But as this railroad company was | 
| only constituted, and not organized, it was thus 

|| made to escape from the provisions of the act thus | 
spoliated; and it became entitled, by that altera- | 


the Executive. Having been approved, it was | 
| returned to this House. It was approved by the | 


there, in point of form, organized this North- | 
| western Railroad Company, and claimed the title, | 
| in fee-simple, to these eight hundred and fifty-two | 


seanned hereby a vested and perfect title thereto. | 


everything but the enacting clause was stricken | 





nhuary 29. 
'| all in twelve days! So that on the ae 
|| was commenced on the 23 of Octobe 
| judgment — —— 4th of No 
lutely against the United States 
| power to amend the pleadings, or sae my 
| further action there. This judgment was 2 
summated on the 9th of November. From - 
‘| judgment a writ of error was brought + . 
| ° & O the Su. 
|| preme Court of the United States, and the cans 
|| was docketed here on the 2ist of Januar a 
|| the first knowledge, or notice, official or unoff- _ 
| that any of the Departments 6f Washington had 
the cause in this city on the last mentioned dn: . 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the Committee on the J,,); 
1 uted ground 
' as to the right of the people of a erritory to | 
gislate upon matters involving the great fhinds, 
| mental principles pertaining to their general regy 
| lations, are of opinion it cannot be denied, and 
apprehend, it will not be denied, that Congress | 
| the power to protect the public lands against t¢, 
1 ritorial aggression, and against territorial legis). 
tion, in opposition to the landed rights of 4, 

United States. The act enables Congress, a: ,) 
events, to disapprove of acts of self-protectioy 
which affect the rights of property in the Unite 
1 States. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, there is another groun; 
and aground which, I think, appeals very Stronely 
| to every member of this House who desires to i 

the public duties of our officials conducted w;:; 
decorum, and with a proper regard for the preser. 
‘| vation of the proprieties of official life. It is this. 
When the Committee on the Judiciary came ,, 
look at the names of the persons mentioned in th» 
! territorial act proposed to be repealed , who were) 
| receive this grant of eight hundred and fifty thoy. 
sand and odd acres of the public lands, the con. 
mittee found that one of the immediate grantees of 
the Government was the Governor of that Te. 
ritory, who signed the bill, and another was ti. 
secretary of the Territory, who certified the bil), , 

When, therefore, we find aterritorial act passed 
for the benefit of Governors and secretaries, ani 
public officers of the Government, concerned off. 
'| cially in the passage of the act, having for one of 
| its objects the acquisition of the public lands, | 
take it for granted that the matter being brovg): 
to the attention of the House, they will promply 
| disapprove of, and disaffirm such an act. | sub- 
| mit that there can be no question of the power or 
the propriety of the action of Congress, when 
they find that there has been territorial legislation 
for the benefit of the private interests of Govern- 
ment officials in opposition to their public duties, 
|| to pass an act disapproving of and disaflirming 

the transaction. 

In answer to the question put by the“gentle 
man from Ohio, [Mr. Camppei,] whether this 
territorial act was known to the House at the time 

| of the passage of the act of Congress granting tit 
| land, I cannot answer, because the answer wou! 
involve a knowledge of what others*know, and of 
| which, of course, | know nothing. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. [In relation to that poir, 
if the gentleman will allow me, I will say, tha',.s 
one of the friends of the bill making the grant, | 


, Which 
r, there Wag 
Vember abe, 





feel authorized to say, that many of those who 
voted for the bill originally, were entirely igno- 
rant of any such territorial act as that chartering (it 
| Minnesota and Northwestern Railroad Company. 
Tt was developed, in fact, in the course of the \0- 
vestigation, which took place near the close of the 
last session; and that committee had no doubt that 


{ 
| 
| 
| 
} 


something was wrong, from the very moment ths! 
they had the charter beforé them. The investiz:- 
tion, however, was prosecuted so near the clost 
of the session, that we had no time to do anythirz 
more than to partially correct the sanction by Con- 
gress of this enormous fraud, which these pariies 
have since resorted to the judiciaty of the country 
to establish, and to defeat the action of Congr:ss. 
Mr. CUTTING. One suggestion in addition, 
|, and but one more. It will be in the recollection 
of the House that by the act of Congress of the 
|| 3d of March, 1849, establishing the Territory of 
|| Minnesota, it was expressly provided, that all the 
territorial acts of that Territory should be sent ‘ 
| Congress foy theirapproval or disapproval, anc tha', 
| in the event of the disapproval of Congress ofany 
| act, it should become nulland void. Hence,al! ner- 
sons taking titles under such territotial acts before 


| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


mittee, that bill was reported back to the House || argued and decided against the United States, and |! they have been submitted to Congress for their 
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Mr. RICHARDSON. [cannot help that. It 


hich te is declared by public law, with which i business last session, and defeated the action of | relates toa railroad. 
Way every man is necessarily assumed to be con- the House upon many important measures. | Mr. CUTTING. Oh, no, to the public lands. 
80. versant, that such territorial acts will be of no | am satisfied that the bill was ‘* conceived in sin, Mr. RICHARDSON. Everything in relation 
any validity if, when presented to Congress, they and brought forth in iniquity.” (Laughter.} | to railroads is excluded by the order. _ 
any should meet with its disapproval. Therefore,any | Enough has been said of the subject, and the || Mr. CUTTING. | demand the previous ques- 
COL. man, no matter whether he was a party or privy | House is prepared to pass the joint resolution. _ tion on the joint resolution. 
this to any of these extraordinary transactions, when | I, therefore, ask the gentleman trom New York, The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether 
So. he took a venture under a territorial act which i! if he is a friend to the Territories, to insist upon this is a railroad bill in the sense in which the 
use had never been presented to Congress, necessarily |) the previous question. I hope the law will be |) House made the order. 
And took it at the risk, and subject te the right, of dis- | repealed. Mr. RICHARDSON, — If there are no more of 
il, approval upon a pf of Congress. , ally Mr. en etre ee oe r so tem a railroad bills, 1 will waive the point of 
had Now, sir, at this stage o e session, an erceive is the unanimous desire of the House, | order. 
t of especially as my attention has been called to the Ve fieist upon the demand for the previous question. Mr. CUTTING. I have no more. 
y. urgency of time my my teow See _ Mr. HUGHES. Will the gentleman waive it ee Then I wall not press 
di. . RicHARDSON,| It strikes me that it will be | for one moment? e point of order. , : 
ind ead to call the previous ae oo thereis | {Loud cries of ** No!” “* No!” re pn nee ee ei — 
l. HE some strong reason upon the part of some one || Mr. HUGHES. I have been misunderstood. || S°COreime to the ia. nt hecacented. Thin 
is JEP why it should not be done. eroponestherefore, || Mr. CUTTING. If the gentleman will look || 8) that railroad billa should be excepted. This 
cu. Zi) unless the gentleman from [flinois objects, to put |! ,+ page forty of the official correspondence, he will | '® amas road bill in the sense which the House 
| He =the reaolation upon Us passage, and to call the | find that the Attorney General has returned to att rotate lati h Sutroand 
ia He = previous question. had | this House the fact, that that district attorney has ae join we i eet ste net seatedee 
e Mr. RICHARDSON, I have no objection to been removed from office. second time by its title, as follows: 
la. | the course the gentleman proposes to pursue. [ Mr. HUGHES. | wish to saya single word. A joint resolution disapproving of the act of 
te [know of no reason why the resolution should not |! Mr’ CUTTING. No, sir; the House desires ;| te Legislative Assembly of ‘the Territory of 
“F i be passed at once. Say ouggentioa was for the | that [ should pron the demand for the previous perm ee ‘*An oF to" aeorpormte the 
Fe eee UGHES. I inderstood my colleague in || Weston, and 1 must insist on it || Me. CUTTING. [now demand the previous 
d Mr. HUGHES. | T understood my colleague in || "Mr. HUGHES. Well, I hope the House will | : Pree eee oe or 

; his remarks to implicate the conduct of the district | yore it down question. 
4 S . >for the Territory of Minnesota Now, | - . : Mr. PECKHAM. I only want to say one 
a, p «attorney for y - es “>|, The previous question received a second, and ||. : 
y sir, | rise simply for the purpose of asking the |! the main question was ordered to be put word, and that is, how are we going to get along 
" House—that gentleman being from the State of || Phe joint resolution was then ed to be with thie ** popular sovereignty “doctrine, estab- 


‘ 





New York, which | have the honor in part to rep- | 
resent—not to come to any hasty conclusion un- 
friendly to that officer, orin referenceto the conduct | 
of that officer, until they have had an opportunity 
of knowing definitely in relation to the facts of | 
which my colleague speaks. 
Mr. CUTTING. 
with definite information in relation to the matter 
of which he speaks. Upon the investigation of | 


those who have the right to ifvestigate and the || 


power to act, and in answer to a resolution of this 
House, we have here the report of the Attorney 
General, which has been printed and distributed 


amongst the members of the House, which sets || 


forth the proceedings of the district attorney 
They were, as appears, so flagrant in their | 
character, that those who had the power and the 
duty to adjudicate in reference to it, felt it to be! 
their duty forthwith to dismiss the district attor- | 
ney from office. Now, I apprehend it would be 
unbecoming in this House to take any action to | 
call in question what has been done by these au- 
thorities, or to go behind the proceedings of those | 
whose duty it was to make this investigation. 
Mr. HUGHES. I have only to say in reply, 


that | have heard of the rumor of which he speaks, | 


and that have heard that itis only a rumor. | 
understand that the matter is still held in abeyance, 
and that the district attorney of Minnesota has 
not been removed. I desire further to say that [| 
am personally acquainted with Mr. Warren, and 

that | know him to be an honorable, high-minded 

gentleman, and I believe he would do nothing, as | 


district attorney, incompatible with the public in- || 


terest, or unbecoming his official position. But all 
I ask is that the House will not judge hastily in 


| Mr. CUTTING. 


I can furnish the gentleman | 


engrossed and read a third time, and being en- 
grossed, it was accordingly read the third time. 
I now demand the previous 
question on the passage of the resolution. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question was ordered to be put. 

Mr. STUART, of Ohio. I ask for the yeas 
and nays on the passage of the resolution. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The joint resolution was then passed. 

Mr. CUTTING moved to reconsider the vote 
_by which it was passed, and also moved to lay 
, the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message, in writing, was received from the 


sident of the Uni ; cB- 
President of the United States, by Sipwer' Wee |, and nays; and on thecall for the yeas and nays, | 
|| ask for tellers, 


| srer, Esq., his Secretary. 
TRANSIT RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. CUTTING. 
| make from the Committee on the Judiciary. 


| Mr. HUGHES, Will my colleague allow me 


the floor for a moment? 


| colleague for a moment. 
Mr. HUGHES. I find that I have been mis- 
understood. 


inasmuch as my colleague rather animadverted on 
the conduct of Mr. Warren, I usked the mem- 
| bers of the House not to prejudge the case until 


heard. 
Mr. CUTTING. 


I so understood. 


I have a further report to | 


| was not opposed to the passage of 


| the bill introduced by my colleague at all. But, | 


Mr. Warren should have an opportunity of being 


I did not 


| lished by the compromise measures of 1850? 


Mr. CUTTING. Certainly f shall not under- 
take to instruct a gentleman so learned im those 
matters as my friend. [Laughter.} 

Mr. PECKHAM. That is the only thing that 
troubles my conscience. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Your conscience must 
be very easy, if that is all that troubles it. 

The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be put. 

The joint resolution was then ordered to be 


}} engrossed and read a third time; and being en- 


grossed, it was accordingly read a third time. 
The question being on the passage of the joint 


|| resolution, 


Mr. CUTTING. 
tion, 


Mr. STUART, of Ohio. 


I call for the previous ques- 


[ call for the yeas 


Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Preston 
and EpMuUNDSON were appointeyg., 

Mr. WARREN. I move that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House do now resolve itself 


|, nto the Committee-of the Whole on the state of 
Mr. CUTTING... Yes, sic, I will yield to my | 


the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The House being in the act 
of dividing, the Chair thinks that the motion of 
the gentleman from Arkansas is not in order. 

The House was divided; and the tellers reported 
—ayes forty-five—a sufficient number. So the 


, yeas and nays were ordered. 


Mr. WARREN. 1 now move that the House 
resolve itseif into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. There isan additional rea- 
The main 


=. TL Sn I 
ae pos ane _ 


eo 


4 


relation to this person without affording him an |, understand that my colleague was opposed to the | 
opportunity of being heard. |, joint resolution. 

Now, sir, one word more. My colleague has | Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise toa question of 
spoken of the argument made by the district attor- || order. 1 object to the discussion going on, and , . 
ney im thecase which has been presented. I desire |, call both the gentlemen from New York to order. Mr. PHILLIPS. Will it be in order, Mr. 
to ask him if he has read the able argument made |, Mr. CUTTING. TheCommittee on the Judi- |, Speaker, to state the reason of a vote before the 
by the district attorney on that occasion, in defense | Clary, to whom was referred the resolution to | Dame Is called. 
of the United States ? || which I alluded sometime since, have also in-,, The SPEAKER. The Chair believes the rule 

Mr. CUrTING. If my colleague undertakes structed me to report a joint resolution disap- | cuts off from all explanation of the reason of a 


son why that motion is not in order, 
, question has been ordered to be put, and that must 
operate before the motion would be in order. 
Mr. WARREN. Very well. 


to deny the charges made against the district attor- || proving of what I may call the twin or sister act |, vote. 
-T: so be it. ‘to this Northwestern Railroad Company. On The Clerk commenced to call the roll. 
Mr. ROWE. I desire to ask a question. 


Mr. CUTTING. Bat the district attorney’s | a territorial act was passed incorporating a rail- , 
guilt or innocence does not weigh a feather in de- | way, part and parcel of, and joining to thisnorth- | 
termining the matter beforethe House. The Ter- || western trunk, by the name of the Transit Rail- The SPEAKER. The Chair would call the 
ritorial Legislature of Minnesota have passed acts | road Company, and we find that the Governor attention of the gentlemar from Arkansas [Mr. 
which, it allowed to stand, will violate the will of || and Secretary of that Territory are both of them |, Warne] to an error which the Chair fell into. 

ongress, and | ask the House whether they will || parties of and beneficiaries under this territorial | The previous question has not been ordered, and, 
delay their action now, because the gentleman || act. I am, therefore, instructed to report a billto | therefore, the gentleman’s motion to go into the 
from New York desires to protect the district | the House. | Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 


The SPEAKER. It is not in order. 


r. HUGHES. Notat all. | the same day that that corporation was created, 
Mr. ROWE. Then I cannot vote intelligently. 


attorney? No, Mr. Speaker, these are collateral! Mr. RICHARDSON. I rise to a question of | is in order. in 
issues, and should be tried at the proper time and | order. By the resolution setting apart these three Mr. WARREN. Then! insist upon my mo- 
place, but not here. I days for territorial business, railroads were ex- | tion. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon, (Mr. Curtine yielding eluded, and I insist upontht execution oftheorder. || Mr. CAMPBELL. I would inquire of the 
the floor.) Mr. Speaker, it wiil be well recollected 1 Mr. CUTTING. This is the antipode of a i Chair whether the call of the roll had not com- 
by every gentleman here that this bill occupied the |! railroad. ‘| menced? 
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The SPEAKER. The previous question had || gentleman from Virginia whether that is the bill || Affairs, 


not been ordered, and the Chair was mistaken. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. 





calling of the roll had been commenced. || 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands that | 


no response was made. 


The question was then taken on Mr. Warnen’s | is the character of the bill? 


motion; and it was not agreed to. 
Mr. CUTTING. I now demand the previous | 
question on the passage of the joint resolution. | 
The previous question received a second, and | 


j 


| 











Mr. FAULKNER. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


I answer that it is. || committee ought to r t j 
Mr. EDGERTON. Then I object to it. facts in nares eee ae 
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—— 





and by that committee sent to the _ 





|| providing for the enrollment of the three thousand | mittee on Invalid Pensions. 
Yes; but the |, volunteers? 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think that som, 


»and give 
It seems that we ihe 


The SPEAKER, (to Mr. Fautxwer.) What | on Military Affairs have aih.dlan the Comimities 


Territories. 
Mr. EDGERTON. I raise the question of 


the main ae was ordered to be put, which 1 order, whether that is territorial business? 
a 


was, ‘‘shall the joint resolution pass ?”” a 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the affirmative—yeas 116, nays 16; as follows: 

VY EAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Appleton, | 
Ashe, David J. Bailey, Ball, Belcher, Bennett, Benson, 
Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, Bristow, Brooks, Bugg, Campbell, | 
Carpenter, Caruthers, Chamberlain, Chase, Chrisman, | 
Clingman, Cook, Corwin, Craige, Crocker, Cullom, Cut- | 
ting, De Witt, Dick, Dickinson, Dunbar, Edgerton, Ed- 
mundson, Thomas D. Eliot, John M. Eniott, Ellison, | 
Etheridge, Everhart, Parley, Faulkner, Flagier, Florence, 

} 
! 


Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Goode, Goodrich, Goodwin, | 
Grey, Aaron Harlan, Wiley P. Harris, Hill, Houston, 
Howe, Hunt, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kittredge, 
ILamb, Lane, Letcher, Lewis, Lindsley, McCullock, Mc- 
Mullin, McQueen, Mace, Matteson, Middleswarth, Mill- 
son, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, Peck, Peckham, 
Bishop Perkins, Powell, Pratt, Ready, Reese, David Ritchie, | 
Themas Ritchey, Rogers, Ruffin, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, 
Seymour, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, William Smith, | 


John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Nathaniel G. Taylor, \| 


Thurston, Tracy, Trout, Wade, Walley, Elliha B, Wash- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Tappan, Wentworth, Daniel B. 
Wright, Hendrick B. Wright, and Yates—116. 
NAYS—Messrs. Thomas H. Bayly, Barry, Clark, Cobb, | 
John G. Davis, English, Green, Greenwood, Hendricks, | 


—16. 


| 
| 
| 


William R. Smith, George Ww. Smyth, Andrew Stuart, || 


| 





Henn, Phillips, Richardson, Seward, Uestor L. Stevens, || 
Warren \| 


Upham, and 
So the joint resolution was passed. 
Pending the announcement of the vote, 





Mr. COX stated that if he had been within the || 


bar when his name was called, he would have | 


voted aye. 


lar statements. _ Pat 

Mr. ROWE stated that, as hecould not get the | 
information he sought as to the question, he did | 
not understand it, and, therefore, did not vote. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Would it be in order, | 
Mr. Speaker, to send the pages outside to inform | 
gentlemen who left the Hall that the vote is now | 
over, and that they need not be afraid to come | 
back to their seats? [(Laughter.]} 

The SPEARER pro tempore, (Mr. Warren | 
in the chair.) The Chair does not suppose it | 
necessary to do so; a quorum has voted. 


| 
| 





} 


| 





The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not i insist u 
| territorial business in the sense of the resolution || rial business, although I regard it as 


of the House. 


r of it, Withou: 


> j ' ‘ || making a report upon it to th : 
Mr. FAULKNER. It isa bill which calls out || the ee pag a 3 a anaes and now 


three thousand volunteers for the protection of the || it to us without making a report 


ons have retury, 
- If they wil ov 


\| the facts of the case, we may be prepared to act 


upon it. 
Mr. LANE, of Oregon. I do not intend ;, 
pon having this bill introduced ag ter; 


Strictly tert). 


torial. It is a bill ta allow pensions to i 
Mr. FAULKNER. Then I ask the Chair i sons who have been see or disabled ¢ 


whether I can now move to suspend the rules to | Indian wars in Oregon Territory, 


n pe 
ed in the 
and who Were 


enable me to report this bill? I sought the floor | engaged in the defense of the people of that Ter. 


this morning, in order to move a suspension of | ritory, under the call made upon t 


the rules, under the apprehension that, when I 


The SPEAKER. “It is not now in order to 
move a suspension of the rules, the House being | 
acting under a special order. | 

Mr. FAULKNER. Well, I shall not takean 
appeal from the opinion of the Chair, simply for | 


the reason—even if [ did not entertain respect for || the House will easily understan 


€m to turn oy; 


| for that purpose. Many of these perso 
came to report the bill at this time, this point of 1 disabled, — wounds seal ine oA a 


order would be raised. || and the bill simply proposes to grant them a per. 


| sion for their services. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. If thegentleman wou\; 
allow me, I wish to say, that it is not very im. 





| portant that the bill should be examined by ay 


committee. It is very simple in its provisions, an 
it by mere| 


the decision of the Chair—that this bill is now || hearing it read. It proposes simply to allow per- 
pending as an amendment to the Army appropri- || sons disabled in the Indians wars in Oregon, the 
ation bill in the Senate, and thus we shall havean || same pensions allowed to persons of the same 
opportunity of acting on it in the course of one or || grade in the regular Army, disabled in such ser. 


two days. 


Mr. FAULKNER, from the Committee on | 
Military Affairs, made adverse reports on ‘ the 


vice, 
The SPEAKER. Is the objection withdrawn: 
Mr.LETCHER, I raise the question of order, 


bill to transfer Fort Scott reserve to the Territory that the bill does not relate to territorial business. 


of Kansas, and for other purposes;” also, a reso- | 


The SPEAKER, The Chair decides that it jy 


lution of the House, instructing that committee to || not territorial business. . 


inquire into the expediency of providing for the | 


Mr. RICHARDSON, from the Committee on 


ae of certain militia in the Territory of New || Territories, reported back, without amendment 
exico, called out in 1854 for the suppression of ‘| Senate bill entivted ** An act making an appropria. 


; ._, || Indian hostilities; also, the resolution asking to | 
Mr. KERR and Mr. WHEELER made simi- || have refunded to the Territory of Utah, expenses | 


incurred by said Territory in suppressing Indian | 
hostilities in 1853; which reports were severally 
ordered to be laid on the table and printed. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I will ask the indulgence 
of the House to permit me to have laid on the 
table and printed, the evidence of General Sebtt, 
and of those other officers who were summoned 
before the Committee on Military Affairs in refer- 
ence to the reorganization of the Army. 

It was so ordered. 


Mr. PHILLIPS. I am instructed by the 


|| Committee on Territories to report a bill sxtend- | 


Mr. ING moved to reconsider the vote || ing the jurisdiction of the State of California east- | 
wardly to Carson valley, and for other purposes; | 


by which the joint resolution was ene: and | 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the | 


| 


table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. PARKER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, asked to present certain reports from that | 


mittee discharged from the further consideration | 
of the subject. . 
Mr. RICHARDSON. : I object to their intro- 
duction, as they are not on territorial business. 
The SPEAKER., Under the special order of | 
the House, nothing is in order except territorial | 
business; the reports offered to be presented by | 





the gentleman from Indiana not bein§ on territo- || for a military road in the Territory of 


rial business, are out of order. 
Mr. FAULKNER. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Military Affairs to report back | 





} 


Louse bill No. 606, providing for the construc- || 


tion of roads and bridges, and the improvement | 
of rivers in the Territory of Kansas, and to pro- | 
vide for the trigonometrical survey of said Terri- | 
tory. The committee‘has had the same under con- | 
sideration, and has directed me to makean adverse | 
report with aia to all of the objects of the bill, | 
except as to t 
and to ask to have the bill referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
The bill was read a first and second time by its | 





which I ask to have referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. MACE. Is that in order? 





_ The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is not | 
committee, for the purpose of having the com- || in order. 


Mr. PHILLIPS, It has reference to a portion 
of Utah, separated from that Territory by a range 
of mountains, which makes it inaccessible to the 


|| population residing in the valley. 


he SPEAKER. It is not in order. 


Mr. FARLEY, from the Committee on Terri- 
tories, introduced a bill ‘* making an a 


ropriation | 
ebraska;’’ 


which was read the first and second time by its | 


title, referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. I am instructed by the | 
| Committee on Invalid Pensions to report back 


House bill (No. 545) te provide for the allowance 
of invalid pensions to certain volunteers in the 
Indian wars in Oregon Territory. 

It relates to territorial business, and proposes to 
place upon the pension list the names of those 


e construction of military roads, || volunteers who were wounded and disabled in the 


Indian wars in the Territory of Oregon. The 
entleman from Oregon [Mr. Lane] desires that 
this bill should come before the House during the 


| 


| 


tion for the construction of certain military roads 
in the Territory of Nebraska;’’ which was reai 
the first and second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee ef the Whole on the state of the 
Union. ° 

The SPEAKER. The following territorial bill 
upon the oie aa table was reported at the last 
session, with a recommendation that it do riot pass: 

House bill (No. 317) to establish the office of 
surveyor general of Utah, and to grant donations 
of land to actual settlers, and for other purposes, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to lay the bil 
upon the table. 

The question was taken; and the bill was laid 
upon the table. 


COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I now move that the 
House resolvé itself into the Committee of the 
whee on the state of the Union upon the special 
orcer. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whele on the state of the Union 
(Mr. Puetrs in the chair) on the special order, 





'| being business relating to the Territories. 


STATE GOVERNMENT IN OREGON. 


TheCHAIRMAN. The business first in order 
is the consideration of bill (No. 332) to enable 
the —— of Oregon Territory to form a constitu: 
tion and State government, and for the admission 
of such State into the Union. 

The Chair will take occasion to remark that he 
shall rule, as he has done on previous occasions 
when he has been presiding in the Committee of 
the Whole, in the consideration of territorial bus'- 
nees, that gentlemen who address the committee 


|| must confine their remarks strictly to the subject 





title, and referred to the Committee of the Whole 

on the state of the Union. 

Mr. FAULKNER. ask that the bill andthe | 

epost be ordered to be printed. 
t 


three days devoted to territorial business; and I 


the committee. é : 

was so ordered. : stent ae LETCHER. I would ask if a bill that 
a oe pA. wae to ~, “ the || provides for the allowance of certain invalid pen- 
, y Affairs, a bill forthe pro- | sions to volunteers is a territorial bill/ 
tection of the inhabitants of the Territories. Mr. HENDRICKS. I will state that the bill 


Mr. EDGERTON. I would inguire of the }| was first referred to the Committee on Military 


will therefore report it back, with the consent of 
the House, without any action upon the part of 








under discussion. 

When this bill was under consideration at the 
last session of Congress, the committee had 
adopted it as far as the fifth section. The Clerk 
will now read the fifth section, with the amend- 
ment then adopted. 


The section was read, as follows: 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the district 
judge, attorney, clerk, and marshal, contemplated by this 
act, shall each be allowed the same compensation and fees 
that are severally allowed te the same officers in the Stale 
of California by act of Congresa, to be paid in the same 
manner. 
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1855, 








and the’’—— 
P by the gentleman from New York, (Mr. | 

STTING. 
a toe 1d, as follows: 

«State of California,” and insert 
ae on Soe cull, a the southern district of New 
york ” 
oa question was taken upon the amendment; 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. _ I would in- 
uire of the Chair, whether it is in order to go 
back on the bill and offer amendments to the pre- 
ceding sections? . 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis not. — 

Mr. WASHBURN. The Chair, then, holds 
that we must take the bill where we left it at the | 
Jast session? . 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair rules that we 
must resume the consideration of the bill at the | 

oint where we left off Jast session. ; 
P’The reading of the bill having been finished, 
and no further amendments being offered, it was 
laid aside, to be reported to the Elouse with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass. 


TERRITORIAL LIBRARIES. 
The next bill which came up in order was joint | 





esolution (No. 22) making an appropriation for || a oF. : 
: ( eee | olution similar, almost the same as the one under || will find no reason to object to. 


the purchase of territorial libraries. 


The bill, which was read, proposes to appropri- || 


ate the sum of $500 for the purchase of territorial | 
libraries for each of the Territories of Minnesota, | 
Oregon, Utah, and New Mexico. | 
Mr. BERNHISEL. 1 merely desire to say | 
thatsuch a bill was passed at the last session of | 
Congress. | 
Mr. RICHARDSON. How much does the | 
bill appropriate ? 
The CHAIRMAN. Five hundred dollars each. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I move to amend the | 
joint resolution by inserting a clause to appropri- | 
ate to each of the Territories of Nebraska and | 
Kansas $5,000, to purchase books for them. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would say to the | 
entleman from Illinois, and to the gentleman from | 
Saasae, {[Mr. Wuirriecp,] that estimates have | 


been submitted by the proper Department for pur- 
chasing libraries for those Territories of Kansas 
and Nebraska. The Committee of Ways and 
Means have agreed to those estimates, and will | 
report them to the civil and diplomatic bill when it | 
comes up. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would say to my friend | 
from Tennessee, if the committee see fit to put the 
appropriation in this bill, it will eave the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means the trouble of offering 
oo amendinent to the bill to which he has refer- 
red. 

Mr. WHITFIELD. 1 understand it is cus- 
tomary to give to each of the Territories, at the 
beginning, the sum of $5,000 for the purchase of 
a public library, and then $500 annually there- 
after. The Territories of Nebraska and Kansas 
have not yet received their $5,000. 1 have no 
choice whether the sum is included in this bill, or 


be appended to the civil and diplomatic bill. But | 


1 hope it will be included in one or the other. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I am not sure that the 
gentleman from Kansas is exactly correct in his 
statement. We donot appropriate $500 annually. 
We do not appropriate $5,000 to each Territory, so 
far as I know, to begin with. The sum of $500 
additional appropriation is to buy books necessary 


| 
| 


' 





THE. CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 
pice ; —$—______-_— - ~ => 
“The amendment already adopted, inserted after !} tion, but occasionally small sums are appropria- || _ 1t strikes me as somewhat remarkable that the 


ne word « judge’”’ the words “ shall be allowed || ted to the Territories for the purpose of enabling 
ro annual salary of three thousand dollars each, || them to accomplish particular things. The $500 | 
t ’ || referred toin this bill, was appropriated at the last | 
Clerk will report the pending amendment || session, and | think that the proper motion is now | 


| 








for them, for public use; and as much as is neces- 
sary for that purpose, Congress, from time to time, 
appropriates, whether it be $500, more or less. 
I move my amendment, to insert $5,000, and 
leave the bill in other respects as it is. 
. Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Illinois 
is laboring under a slight mistake as to the $500. 
A bill to appropriate such a sum was pending at 
the last session of Congress, when the civil and 
diplomatic bill was acted upon, and the former bill 
not having been agreed to at the time, the $500 
proposed to be appropriated in it, was put upon 
the civil and diplomatic bill. The Committee of 
Ways and Means havea letter from the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury, showing the fact that 
$5,000 have been apeaperinted to all the Ferri- 
here is no annual appropria- 


| 


gress. 


Territories of Kansas and Nebraska for the pur- | ; ; 
chase of territorial libraries. 1] chase unless it were in some manner necessary. 
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Government of the United States wants to buy a 
site for a fort when it owns three fourths of the 
land in this Territory now. There is something 
| in it which I cannot understand, and I should like 
to strike out and insert. | to have itexplained, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The information given || Mr. RICE. The point of Pembina is in the 
by the gentleman from Alabama (Mr. Hovsron) | Indian country. I believe that it has not been 
is such as I did not have in my possession at the | Customary forthe United States to purchase lands 
time. I have not recurred to the subject, with the || from the Indians upon which to erect forts and 
present exception, since the last session of Con- | 8rsenals. The words indicated may properly be 

The sum — enables the Territories | oreen out. I was not aware that they were in 
to buy what books they may want in their libra- | Me bill. 
ries. I do not see the Testing for the provision || Mr. FAULKNER. I wish to make one re- 
of $500 annually to each Territory. || mark in reply to my colleague, (Mr. navematad 

I move to go amend the bill that it will provide | These words are uniformly inserted in all bills o 
only for the appropriation of $5,000 to each of the | this character, noes would not be supposed 

| that the Secretary of War would make the pur- 


The question was taken; and the amendment | !f the land upon which it was proposed to erect 
was agreed to. || the fort belonged to the Government, of course 
The bill was then laid aside, to be reported to | the Secretary of War would not purchase. All 
the House with the recommendation that it be | that the provision proposes, is to leave it to the 
passed as amended. | ranger eailoh og — the pa at yar oe 
|| fort is to be located, and in case the point selecte 
EXPENSE OF A CODE OF LAWS FOR UTAH. || does not belong to Government, to Saree it discre- 
A joint resolution authorizing the accounting | tionary with the Secretary of War to purchase of 


| Officers of the Treasury to adjust the expenses of || the proper owners. Of course the United States 
| a board of commissioners appointed by the Ter- | would not purchase the land unless the circum- 


ritorial Assembly of Utah to prepare a code of || stances rendered it necessary. All that is proposed 
laws, was read in ertenso. J || is to leave this discretionary power in the hands 
Mr. BERNHISEL. Mr. Chairman, as a res- || of the Secretary, which, I think, my colleague 


consideration, was passed at the last session, I || 
move that it be laid. aside, to be reported to the | 
House with the recommendation that it do not || If the Secretary of War could go to the locality 
pass. himself, and make the selection from his own ob- 
The question was taken; and the motion was || servation, he might obtain proper information as 
agreed to. | to the best point to be selected; but when he is 
FORT ON PEMBINA RIVER. obliged to depend upon the information of those 
House bill (No. 477) for the erection of a fort || Who are interested in disposing of their land, he 
on or near the Pembina river, in the Territory of || 18 not very likely to obtain correct information, 
Minnesota. The bill wes read in estence: || and for this reason, I want these words stricken 
Mr. WHITFIELD. Mr. Chairman, I pro- || 4: ‘ 
pose to amend the bill, so as to provide for the || ‘The question was taken; and Mr. Lercurn’s 
establishment of one or more forts within the || 


amendment to the amendment was adopted. 
Territory of Kansas. I know that a very few The Ware, then recurred upon the adoption 
days have been set apart for the consideration of | °f Mr. Wurrrietp’s amendment as amended. 
territorial business, and I shall consume as little || Mr. WHITFIELD obtained the floor. 
time as a proper explanation of such amendment Mr. LECTHER. Will the gentleman from 
may demand. The officer who was sent out by || Kansas allow me to ask him one question? 
the Department herein reference to the matter, Mr. WHITFIELD. Certainly. 
recommends the éstablishment of one or more Mr. LETCHER. How much money does the 
military posts in that Territory. I could satisfy 


gentleman want to build his fort? 
the committee, I am sure, of the necessity for || Mr.WHITFIELD. Only a very small amount. 
these posts; but, as | have remarked, I shall not || Mr. LETCHER. Why not, then, put the 
consume the time of the committee. onenet in the amendment, so that we may know 
what it is? 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I desire tostate tothe com- 
mittee that, upon the whole route from Independ- 
ence to Santa Fé, a distance of eight hundred miles, 
the emigrants are afforded no protection whatever. 
The course of the emigrant route lies along the 
Arkansas river, and every spring and summer 
thousands of emigrants pass over it. The military 
post upon the route has been abandoned, and the 
| soldiers who are sent out there in the summer, 
|| leave that vicinity in the fall, because there is no 
| place for them to winter in. It isoneof the most 
important military roads in the western country. 
And, sir, as to the amount of money which will 


| Mr. LETCHER. To take away this discre- 
| tionary power is precisely what I propose to do. 








Mr. RICHARDSON. I would ask the gentle- 
man from Virginia, [Mr. Fau_tkner,} who is at | 
the head of the Committee on Military Affairs, 
whether he has any proposition to submit to the 
House for the erection of forts and arsenals in the | 
Territories of the United States? Or has the sub- 
ject been at all brought to their attention ? 

Mr. FAULKNER. The abet has been 
before us; and the gentleman, by looking at the | 
Calendar, will find the fourth after the bill now 
under consideration, a bill authorizing the Secre- 
tary of War to purchase sites, and contract for 
the erection of arsenals in Texas and New Mex- 
ico, and in the Territory of Oregon. Beyond 





that, however, the committee have not had action || be required to construct it, I hope the gentleman 
|from Virginia will not be very particular about 
Mr. RICHARDSON, I will ask the gentleman || that. I do not know the precise amount that will 


| be required; but [ know that it will cost buta very 
small amount, and that it is an absolute necessity 
| that the fort should be erected. Unless it is, we 
| shall be left, for a large portion of the year, with- 
Mr. LETCHER, Is there any amendment || out any protection whatever. — 
nding? || TheCHAIRMAN. The Chair asks of the gen- 
The CHAIRMAN. The amendment which | tleman from Kansas with what sum he proposes 
the Delegate from Kansas has indicated, is now | to fill the blank in his amendment? 
being reduced to writing. ; || Mr. WHITFIELD. I do not know wha: sum 
r. WHITFIELD. I move to amend by || will be required. , 
adding the following words: || The CHAIRMAN. The Chair would suggest 
That a fort be erected on the Arkansas river, inthe Ter- || that it be filled with the same amount as was just 
ritory of Kansas, at or near the point where the road from || now designated for a similar purpose in another 
Independence to Santa Fé crosses said river. | locality. 


Mr. LETCHER. I want to offer anamend- || Mr. WHITFIELD. 


ment before the close of the section. || that. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s amend- || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I hope the gentle- 
| man from Kansas will modify his amendment so 


ment has the precedence. en 
Mr. LETCHER, I move to strike out the || as to provide for the erection of 4 — post 
instead of a fort, as it now stands. | do net know, 


words * the purchase of a site and.”’ 


further, that we may all understand this matter, 
whether the War Department will not need arse- 
nals and forts in the Territories of Kansas, Ne- 
braska, and Minnesota? 





in the matter. | 
' 





I have no objection to 
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but it seems to me that there is no necessity of the 
erection of a fort in that locality. As the amend- 
merit now stands, the Secretary of War may think 
it his duty to commence the erection of a fort, and 
we do not know what amount it will cost to com- 
plete it. What they want is a post—a military 
poe ea not @ fort, as I understand it; and I 
wpe the gentleman will so modify his amend- 
ment. 

Mr. LETCHER. I should like to make 


another inquiry of the gentleman from Kansas. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL G 


las the Secretary of War, or any one connected |, 


with the War Department ever recommended the | 
erection of this fort? Have we any estimates | 
upon the subject? 

Mr. WEITFIELD. 
edge of that fact. 

r. LETCHER. Then it seems to me we 
ought to be informed what is the recommendation 
of the War Department in reference to the matter, 
before we make this appropriation. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I will state to my friend 
from Virginia, in relation to these military posts, 
that it is usually left at the discretion of the Sec- | 
retary of War to select their preciselocality. The | 
appropriation is usually made for military posts, | 
and then they are established under the rules of the | 
War Department, at the discretion of the Secre- 
tary of War. There is usually no specific direct 
appropriation for any one particular point, and if 
you can find any estimates of that sort, I think it 
is quite unusual. I repeat, that the usual prac- 
tice has been to make the appropriations for mili- 
tary posts in gross, and leave it with the Secretary 
of War to make the particular applications as he 
may think proper. 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama did not exactly apprehend what I said. I 
take it for granted that whenever these military 
posts are to be established, or whenever the Secre- 
tary of War thinks it necessary that new ones 
should be established, he suggests it in his report 
to Congress, and submits his estimates for the 
appropriation which he asks Congress to make. | 

Ir. HOUSTON. The Secretary of War sug- | 


I have no official knowl- 





of posts, or forts, if you please—and I acknowl- 
edge that | do not know exactly the point where | 
one begins and the other ends—to a larger extent 
than the Military Committee have reported. It 
may be, as the gentleman from Alabama, {Mr. 
Hovston,} the chairman of the Committee of | 
Ways and Means, suggests, that the appropria- 
tion is made in gross and expended under the di- | 
rection of the Secretary of War. 1 do not know | 
that we could, by indicating the points where the 
posts are to be established, exactly accomplish | 
what we desire by the passage of this bill. I ap- 
prehend that, during the next summer, it will be | 
necessary to have a force, either stationary or | 
moving, upon our lines of communication with 
our western country; and I called the attention of 
the chairman of the Military Committee to the | 
subject with a view of ascertaining from him any 
knowledge he might have of the desire of the War 
Department with reference to the construction of | 
both forts and arsenals on the frontier. 
Mr. LETCHER. 


| me to makea suggestion that will probably relieve | 


us from this difficulty ? 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I will. 
Mr. LETCHER. I would suggest that the | 

gentleman should submit a motion to pass this bill 


| by until to-morrow, and, in the mean time, inform- | 


gests that a certain number of military posts are || 


needed at certain portions of our frontiers, but the 


appropriations are not made for any particular || 


point. That is left a matter discretionary with | 
the Secretary of War to determine. 
Mr. LETCHER. Well, has he suggested that | 
any military post is necessary for this locality ? 
We are designating a particular point; has he | 
suggested that this military post is necessary? =| 


Mr. WHITFIELD. 


I will state thie fact for | 


the information of the gentleman from Virginia: || 


An officer was sent out, under the direction of the | 


War Department, last spring, with power to select | 


a point somewhere on the Arkansas river for the | 
establishment of a military post or fort. I had | 
many interviews with that officer, and traveled | 
with him. I know that he was directed to select | 
& point at which to establish a military post. 


| 


I will state, as a further reason why there is a | 


necessity for the establishment of this military | 
post or fort, that the Indian agent has now no) 
place where he can remain through the winter in | 
that part of the country. The troops remove 
away in the fall, and there is no place for him to | 
remain. 
Mr. Chairman, allow me to state once more, | 
that, ifthere is any pointin the great West where | 
n fnilitary post or fort is eminently needed, it is | 
upon the Arkansas river. If gentlemen desire it, | 
1am willing to leave it discretionary with the Sec- | 
retary of War to locate it at any point upon the 
Arkansas river. I will fill the blank with $5,000, 


substituted for ** fort.’’ 
The amendment, as modified, was then report- 


} 
ed, as follows: 


And be it further enacted, That $5,000 be, and is hereby, | 


appropriated, out of any monry in the Treasury not other- || 





Wise app erection ofa military post On the 
Arkansas river, in the Territory of Kansas, near the point | 


where the road from Independence to Santa Fé crosses the || 


Arkansas river, in said Territory. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Chairman, this is | 


a subject to which I have not, of course, devoted || 


as much attention asthe members of the Military 
Committee. 1 know nothing about the necessity | 
for these appropriations in this exact specific | 
shape. There can be no doubt that there will | 


have to be appropriations made for the erection |, 


j 
it 
} 
i 


and am_ willing that the word * post’? shail be || 


ation can be obtained in regard to it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I think it would be 
better that we should pass by the bill until to- | 
morrow. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


I will suggest an amend. | 


| ment which will obviate the difficulty and the | 


necessity of passing the bill by. My own opinion | 


}| is In concurrence with that of the Delegate from 


Kansas, that a military post is necessary some- | 
where in that region. If he will so modify his | 
amendment as to leave the selection of the precise | 
location to the military department of the Govern- | 
meut, then it seems to me there can be no further | 
objection to it. 

Mr. TAYLOR, of Ohio. 


| amendment, which, | think, will meet the views | 


| 

$ | 

I have prepared an | 
} 


of the gentleman from Alabama, if the Delegate | 
from Kansas will accept it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Whatis it? Let me hear it. 

Mr. TAYLOR. It is to add at the close of the 
section the following: 

And the further sum of $5,000, out of any money in the | 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, be, and the same is | 
hereby, appropriated, to be expended,uider the direction of 
the Secretary of War in the establishment of one or more | 
military posts in the Territory of Kansas. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Add the words 
* if he shall deem the same necessary.” 

Mr. TAYLOR. Yes, sir; I will add those 
words. 

Mr, HOUSTON. That will do, if the gentle- 
man from Kansas will accept it. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 
Kansas accept thatas a modification of his amend- 
ment? 

Mr. WHITFIELD. I am willing to modify 
my amendment by inserting the words, ** or such 
other point on the Arkansas river as tne Secretary 
of War may indicate.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. That will do. 


Mr. LANE, of Oregon. If the Delegates from | 





|| Kansas and Minnesota, and the committee, will 
|| listen to me for a moment, I desire to make asug- | 


gestion. 
Now, sir, it seems to me that it would be a very 
Ss range proceeding to establish forts or military 
posts in Kansas and Minnesota, and leave the 
reat emigrant road from the Atlantic States to the 
acific entirely unprotected. Fortsafford but par- 
tial protection in anIndiancountry. If you keep 
a proper force—a mounted force along the route— 
you can afford protection, but not otherwise. We 
want active, efficient, vigilant mounted troops. 
They are better than forts in an Indian country; 
for the Indians go right up to the walls of the 
forts and kill the people, Srive away the cattle, 
and commit every other kind of depredation. 
If, however, it is determined to go into a sys- | 





'| would live in quarters. 








tem of forts or posts, I ask this committee if they 
will neglect the great emigrant route to the Pacific? 
No such massacres have occurred in any part of 
America as have been perpetrated upon that route. 
The road is a longone. A gentleman here talks 
about eight hundred miles. Why, sir, it is 


twenty-four hundred miles to the Pacific, and 
there are no troops on the route; there is no pro- 


| vide posts for the troops. 








LOBE. January 20, 


| tection for the people passing in that direction 


Forts, with infantry troops, would not { 
road. You must have po ty it is oars ta 
should be left to the Secretary of War to Li 
ost Let them be the right 
description of troops—mounted men, ready 
dash out and escort the people traveling sero : 
the country, or to punish the Indians when they 
commit murder or depredations of any kind y 
Sir, if this bill is to be passed, I would like 1 
see it so amended as to authorize the Secretary 2 
War to establish a line of posts along the great 
road to the Pacific; also, a line of posts, if he 
chooses, from the State of Missouri to Santa PF: 
and wherever else it may be necessary and prope, 
for the protection of emigrants and settlers. : 
Defenses of this kind afford no protection ang 
give no security without efficient mounted forces 
at each post. The committee had better pags this 
bill over, and provide for an active, efficient 


| mounted force, authorizing, at the same time, the 
Will the gentleman allow || 


Sreeed, of War to prepare winter quarters for 
them. 

For my own part, I would not have troops that 
1 would like troops tha 
would live in the open air, that would go where 
the Indians go; follow them into the mountains 
and into their hiding places, punish them for their 
offenses, and teach them to know us and to fee| 
our power. I hope that this bill will be passed 
over until we can consult the Secretary of War— 


|| say until the deg phar to-morrow. 


r. RICE, The Secretary of War has been 
consulted in reference to this bill. The settlement, 
Mr. Chairman, contains about four thousand jp. 
habitants. They are on the British line, and are 
twenty days’ march from the nearest settlement 
south. Some of the inhabitants have been mur. 
dered, and every year since the settlement has been 
made, their cattle and horses have been stolen from 
them by the very Indians against whom you now 


|| propose to send a force of three thousand men in 


other Territories. We have about from forty 
to fifty thousand Indians in the Territory of Min- 
nesota, and yet we have nevercost the Government 
a dollar for Indian wars. All that we ask now is 
a small force there; a company of infantry woull 
form a nucleus, a sort of depot for arms and 
ammunition, which would enable the citizens to 
protect themselves. We do not ask for mounted 
men there. At present we have a collector of the 
port stationed there. Our laws are being con- 
stantly violated. The subjects of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company come over frequently and seize Ameri- 
can citizens with impunity, take them across the 
line, and try them according to the laws or rules 
of the company. I believe the Secretary of War 
has recommended this. I know that, in. 1848 or 
1849, he sent officers there to select a site for the 
purpose. A site has been selected, anil al! we 
want the Government to do, is to furnish us with 
means to protect ourselves, and | hope, therefore, 
the bill will not be laid over. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Living, as 
I do, in the neighborhood of my friend from Min- 
nesota, [Mr. Rice,] 1 can bear testimony to the 
truth of what he has stated to the committee, in 
regard to the great and urgent necessity which 
there is for the establishment of this fort at Pem- 
bina. I trust that this proposition will not be en- 
cumbered with that of the gentleman from Kansas, 
(Mr. Wuirriexp,] and if that gentleman will not 
withdraw his amendment, I hope the committee 
will vote itdown, and recommend that the bill, as 
reported by the Committee on Military Affairs, 
be passed. 

Mr. HENN. I believe that the Committee on 
Military Affairs have passed over, and not pro- 
vided for, the most important points as military 
posts—that is, points where there are hostile In- 
dians, and where they have shown hostility within 
a short time past—in other words, in the hunting 
ground: of the Sioux and the Omahas. 1 think 
the whole question should be left to the discretion 
of the Secretary of War,and let him establish any 
further posts he may deem necessary. I propose 
the following amendment, as covering both the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska: 

Sec. 2. And beit further enacted, That for the establish- 
ment of military posts in the Territories of Kansas and Ne- 
braska, at such points in said Territories as the Secretary 


of War may designate, the sum of $10,000 be, and the same 
is hereby, appropriated. 


Mr. WHITFIELD. I actept that amendment. 


a oe 


commit! 
subject 


Ww 
& 


aa ah om em CF OT 











1855. 


“Mr, FAULKNER. 


[THE CON 


1 have but one. additional | 
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matter. I therefore move that the bill be passed || The question was taken;and the resolution was 





. eek to make to the committee in. refererice to | by til to-morrow, ds , |, laid upon the table. 
~ rema The Secretary of War is fully apprised Mr. HOUSTON. My military friend from The SPEAKER pro tempore. The business 
— : Be importance of having a military post at this |, Virginia (Mr. Lercuer] has certainly not been || next in order is the consideration of House bill 
on . - Pembina, and I will call the attention of the , paying attention to what occurred, or he would || (No. 477) for the erection of a fort on or near 
he ee to his letter to me, on this and other | not have said that the gentleman from lowa and | he Pembina river, in the Territory of Minnesota, 
to cr eots which engaged our attention. Fis letter |, myself have disagreed. Thereis no evidence of _ reported with amendments. 
Se follows: |, any disagreement between us. i he amendments were concurred in; and the 
- pe an DEPARTMENT, WasnincTon, June 30, 1854.« Mr. LETCHER. My colleague over there, |! bill, having passed through its several readings, 
y cin: L have the honor to acknowledge the noceipt of rows , (Me. Paccker,} who represents the military || was finally passed. 
oo BE wctss e300 insane, inconing 4 memorial fom. te | branch of this Government, says he cannot get || Mr. HOUSTON. I move to amend the title of 
of J Le eee Pembina river, in latitude 49° north, for the along without men, and that it is the opinion of | the bill by adding at the end, “and for other 
at bs len of citizens of the United States, and Indians | the Secretary of War that military posts are of no purposes,’’ so as to embrace other objects. — 
* me sident within our borders, from the attacks of the British | manne of account, unless there are some men | The SPEAKER pro tempore. There being no 
é omer sour request for the views of this Department | o> put into them. Now, in that state of the | eter, a RAE. - a be ete 
er | on the application, | cansay that there is very little doubt | P . _» Mr. WASH NE, o inols. move to 
Be ci eisber the propriety ur necessity for a fort at the point A Memper.. Has the Secretary of War said | reconsider the vote last taken, and to lay the mo- 
d Be indicated 3 but, at ibe a mevisee Cie, tt lhe Ghoposll of tae | 80? 4 : |, tion to reconsider on the table. : 
8 Lm Sonate om it@was mainly to give security to such | Mr. LETCHER. Yes; he has deliberately | The question was put; and the latter motion 
ie 4 exposed i pon aretha eee oer a aerate the case, we had better fe ee 
r s ake v0 a + . 
. 3 ee oat nresent limited force, many assailable points |' ascertain, first, whether we are going to have men BILL INTRODUCED. 
. | necessarily remain unguarded; and all that can be done is | +, take charge of this post before we build it. - | Mr. COBB. I ask the unanimous consent of 
r _oypy the more important positions. | : e cnars P ‘ ; u é 
a pe reaniee i aatensn at Oe army be authorized | think it is well enough for us to see about that. | the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
t > by Congress ibis mhia the ries if will so bs wie | iit WARES ef inate, Paupharntdeel eae been given, merely for the purpose of 
© the means, of the Depart : heirs that the Secretary o ar has been consulted, | . ‘ 
Pembina, for the protection of the people in that section of | and that he has Grichtg a letter upon the subject, || Mr. LETCHER. Let it be read for informa- 


ee ee ee 


1M 
bis) Gta 


» country. : , [ 
a os meihorial of the Legislature is herewith returned. 
Very respecuully, your obedient servant, 
JEFF. DAVIS, Secretary of War. 


Hon. C. J. PaAULENER, Chairman Com. Military Affairs. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The bill | 
makes an appropriation for the erection of a fort | 
at this point. 


Mr. FAULKNER. Yes; the bill makes an | 


appropriauion for the establishment of a fort, but || 


and the Secretary tells you he cannot defend the 
country, he cannot do what you call upon him 


| 
| 
i 
i 
} 
| 


|| ative, 
to do in the shape of your appropriations, because || 


which the chairman of the Committee on Mihtary | 
Affairs has made known to the House. I certainly | 
cannot see what is to be gained by passing over | 
this matter until to-morrow. 

Mr. LETCHER. Ifthe gentleman from Illinois 
recollects, the Secretary states distinctly, as to | 
this point in Minnesota, that he has nota solitary | 
man to put there to guard it, unless we pass the | 
bill providing for the three thousand volunteers. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Wasn- | 
BURNE’s motion; and it was decided in the affirm- 


So the bill was laid aside, to be reported to the 


tion. 

Mr. COBB. It is a bill to confer a pension. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. COBB introduced the following bill; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions: 

A bill granting a pension to Micajah Ricketts. 

On motion by Mr. Lercuer, the House then, 
atthree o’clock and forty-five minutes, adjourned 
until to-morrow at twelve o’clock, m. 





IN SENATE. 


the men are yet wanting to garrison these forts; 
4 


he has not the men to garrison the forts. House with a recommendation that it do pass. 
The question was taken on Mr. Henn’s amend- | TheCHAIRMAN. The business next in order | 
ment; and it was agreed to, |, is the consideration of Senate bill No. 60, being 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to amend || an ‘An act authorizing the construction of a sub- || 
the original bill by striking out the word ‘‘fort,’’ | terranean line of telegraph from the Mississippi | EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 
in the seventh line, and inserting in lieu thereof | or Missouri river to the Pacific ocean.’’ | 


etre ty pageant ea, "Mee GREENWOOD. mote ta the come gl PRESIDENT ere ni sh 
mittee rise, 


‘‘in the purchase of a site and the erection of a || : er 
military past in the Territory of Minnesota.” || The question was taken; and decided in the a ae 7 a nae Spe ane 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I should like to know || affirmative. | ——— ae ae oo one the arenes : 
what difference there is between the word “ fort”’ i} So the committee rose; and the Speaker having \ sahied en wee alee ee 
and the words ‘ military post?” |; resumed the chair, the Chairman reported that the || odification of the existing laws, so “ee aris 
Mr. JONES. I suppose the words “ military || Committee of the Whole on the state of Union |) the President more effectual to carry into effect 
post”” to mean a place where we would have | had had the state of the Union generally under | the treaties with the different seis tribes in 
troops stationed, and where they would have | consideration, and particularly the special order || Kaneas Territory. The President, after stating 
barracks, but where they would have no works or || relating to territorial business, and had directed || hat he will re ctakeliec. amd: In tenatdetel., 
fortifications, or what is generally understood as || him to report House bill No. 332, joint resolu- |) 31) treat ahiensiiinn eee lodiawe oe A 
foris, toerect. I suppose it is not desired to have | tion No. 22, and House bill No. 477, with amend- || ends — mt ae nee 2 a ore 
forts erected there, but mere stations—military || ments; also, joint resolution No. 23, with a recom- the lands whi h aad ool — : ae ae 
peete with permenant the accommodation of || mendation that it be rejected; and, also, Senate | Setinns; tp a eee oe vc perms ihe 
e troops there located. | bill No. whic to ho con- | +: ee : 
F ‘Several Mestuens. Yes; that is right. {idan inate, ss ripas 3, Gee OL is | |e ee a Skene 
ay Y 3 | 1] — Se 
gee McDOUGALL. Is not a fortified post a | ee - seal a tee further provision of law, and authorizing the sale 
Pp 
| 


Tvespar, January 30, 1855. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sricer. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. JONES. Yes; all forts are posts, but all || mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | snd pimavan aa auiemeacotthe Germman, 
posts are not necessarily forts. || The SPEAKER, (Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, || ihe 5; ae, f the Ind ssthenennd: tha-mablic 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 1 propose that Mr. || temporarily occupying the chair.) The business || 5: — ith f ~ i. os tl + : 
Webster be consulted on that part. (Laughter.] || first in order is the bill of the House (No. 332) ree cecetitied'3 SPeRSy CRAs 
He will satisfy us of the meaning of the two | to enable the people of Oregon Territory to The recommendations of the Secretary of the 
“Tc aiidld bi boule) Bia of oil || form a constitution and State government, and for | [nterior, include an amendment to the general 


|| the admission of such State into the Union. same allt saat : 
ment; and it was agreed to. || The amendments of the committee were con- sedan he ee ineeem 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I propose that || curred in; and the bill ordered to be engrossed | ,; . 
the bill be reported to the House with tha amend- and read the third time; and having been en- + ae Samui —_ ei ae ie 
ments, and with the recommendation that it do, grossed, was read the third time, and passed. im thieselee thesent,... Lie alam eannmenaede that, 
aes doe st The SPEAKER. The joint resolution (No. | in view of a similar increase, an appropriation be 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to lay the bill aside || 22) making an appropriation for the purchase | made of $127,000 for the service of the fiscal year 
until the Secretary of Warcan be consulted. We | of territorial libraries, has been reported with ending June "30 1856. The Secretary further 
have a multitude of military gentlemen hereon the | amendments. anantaiteiindinad imeaent batman hodetaliere 
other side of the House, and no two of them have || The amendments were concurred in; and the | .crimated for by him. for surveying in Kansasand 
yet agreed in opinion on this matter. The mil- | bill finally passed. || Nebraska for the year endieg June 30, 1856, to the 
Mary gentieman from lowa, [Mv. Hewn,] and the Mr. LANE, of Oregon, moved to reconsider the | : 5 


military gentleman from Alabama, {[Mr. Hovs- || vote by which the bills were passed, and to lay || a seueaaaiedaemad tobebbone 
TON,] cannot even agree. | 


Mr ENA CE eae || the motion to reconsider upon the table; whic || ous Indian tribes, he recommends an appropria- 


'| latter motion was agreed to, Py ee opr 
from Virginia. 1 do not claim to be a military | _Mr. PHELPS. The next business is the con- || oe aan se Ane 


man. || sideration of joint resolution (No. 23) author- || WwW 

Mr. LETCHER. I tho htthe gentleman from | izing the accounting officers of the Treasury to || —— Oy eae pangs Alay y agp 
Towa wasamilitary man. The military men cer- | adjust the expenses of a board of commissioners || ..4 ; 

: ; = : 5 ee | ordered to be printed. 

tainly disagree very much in opinion. Butas the | appointed by the Territorial Assembly of Utah to 
gentleman disclaims the appellation, | come yeey || prepare a code of laws. The Committee of the |, PETITIONS, ETC. : 
much to the conclusion that none of them are mil- | Whole on the state of the Union report it to the || Mr, FOOT presented the petition of the heirs 
itary men, [laughter,] and that we had better con- | House with a recommendation that it be rejected. | of Scott Campbell, praying to be confirmed in 
sult somebody who knows something about the || I move to lay the resolution upon the table. | their title to a tract of land and the payment of the 
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annuity secured to him by the treaty of 1837, be- | bill for his relief; which was read and passed to | within the time prescribed by law, if the ey 


tween the United States and the Sioux Indians; | a second reading. The report was ordered to be | 


which was referred to the Committee on Indian | printed. 


Affairs. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of Fred- 
erick Griffing, praying the payment of a balance 
due him by the United States of the purchase 
money for certain property at Brooklyn, sold by | 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


|| Mr. GWIN asked and obtained the unanimous | 
consent of the Senate, to introduce a joint resolu- | 
tion for ~ —_ of John G. Laub, a clerk in the | 
office of the First Comptroller of the Treasury; | 
ee ee arprconas, wach was referred to the | which was read twice o its title, and referred to 
Mr. SEWARD. presenved a petition of J. 8. || 8 Committee on Claims. 
Wright, remonstrating against the renewal of the | COLLINS LINE OF STEAMSHIPS. 
atents granted to Cyrus H. McCormick, Obed | Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, submitted the fol- 
eae and More & Hascall, for improvements || lowing resolution; which was considered by unan- 
in reaping machines, unless, by a general law, ex- || imous consent, and agreed to: 
tending all other patents issued for those improve- Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
ments; which was ordered to lie on the table. Post Roads be requested to ascertain what the Collins | 
Mr. DAWSON presented the memorial of || steamers have received from freights and passengers, from | 
John Shaw, praying compensation for his ser- || the time they commenced running to the present time. 


vices as a spy on the frontier of the Upper Mis- | MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


sissippi, during the last war with Great Britain, | 4 message from the House of Representatives, | 
and remuneration for provision and ammunition | by Mr. McKeax, Chief Clerk, announced that 
furnished for the use of certain companies of rang- || the House had agreed to the report of the com- 
ers during the said war; which was referred to the || mittee of conference on the disagreeing votes of 
Committee on Pensions. oy | the two Houses, on the bill of the Senate for the 
Mr. ALLEN presented an additional document || relief of Thomas Marston Taylor. 
relating tothe petition of Christopher Cory, pray- | Also, that the House had passed the following 
ing Congress to test his discovery in relation to || pills and joint resolutions: 
the ‘* potato rot;”’ which was referred to the Com- A joint resolution to disapprove and disaffiirm 
mittee on Agriculture. Ze an act of the Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 
Mr. BROWN presented the petition of Ebene- || tory of Minnesota, entitled ‘* An act to incorporate 
zer Clark, praying that the name of the schooner || the Minnesota and Northwestern Railroad Com- 
Henry Plantagenet may be changed to A. G. | pany;” 
Brown; which was referred to the Committee on ||" 4’ joint resolution disapproving of the act of 
Commerce. . : the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of | 
Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of Oscar || Minnesota, entitled ‘*An act to incorporate the 
F, Johnston, a passed midshipman in the United | ‘Transit Railroad Company;” 
States Navy, praying to be allowed thedifference || 4 iii to enable the people of Oregon Territory 
of compensation between a midshipman and a, 
passed midshipman from the date of his promo- || for the admission of such State into the Union; 
tion to the date of his warrant; which was referred || 4 joint resolution making an appropriation for 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. || the purchase of Territorial libraries; and 

Mr. SEBASTIAN presented a resolution of the || 4 bill for the erection of a military post on or 
General Assembly of the State of Arkansas, in || near the Pembina river, in the Territory of Min- 
favor of extending the limits of the Champagnalle || nesota, and for other purposes. 
land district; which was referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED. 




















Mr. CASS presented the petition of Hyacinth || The message also announced that the Speaker | 


Riopel, praying that the heirs of Ambrose Riopel || had signed the following enrolled bills: which 
may be confirmed in their title to certain lands in | 
Michigan; which was referred to the Committee | pure: 

on Private Land Claims. || A bill for the relief of Joseph Webb; 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of 1 A bill to repeal an act for the relief of the legal 
Anna Tongue, heir and legal representative of | representatives of Samuel Prioleau, deceased; 
John Stewart, deceased, praying to be allowed the || A bill for the relief of William Hankins; 
commutation pay due him as an officer in the rev- | 
olutionary war; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN. 


On motion by Mr. MORTON, it was 

Ordered, That leave be granted to withdraw the petition i| 
and papers of Calvin Read. || my State, the responsibility of which rests upon | 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. | 


| the Departments here. I am tired of running to | 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- the Department and asking the reasons for such | 
tary Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of | ¢¢lays as 1 am about to bring to the notice of | 
Lieutenant James Totten, United States Army, | the Senate; and now I wish to bring the matter 
praying to be reimbursed expenses for selling at | before the Senate, and to say that hereafter I shall | 
auction certain United States commissary stores, | Pursue the same course with them when they we 
reported a bill for his relief; which was read and | "° attend to their business. 1 offer this resolu- 
passed to a second reading. Sent 


He also, from the same committee, to whom | Resolved, That the President be requested to cause the | 





nessee; and 

| A bill for the relief of Zebina Rawson. 
WITHHOLDING OF APPROPRIATIONS, 

Mr. JOHNSON. I desire to present a resolu- 














| to form a constitution and State government, and || 


|| showing for what purposes they would be needed, 
were thereupon signed by the President pro tem- | 


A bill for the relief of James Wright, of Ten- |! 


tion of inquiry in regard to an abuse existing in || 





ss : st |} Senate to be informed of the causes of the delays which 
aoa referred a Joint resolution, authorizing the || have occurred during the years 1853 and 1854, in furnishing | 
Secretary of War to sell a portion of the site of | tie marshal of the western judicial district of the State of 
the arsenal at Fayetteville, North Carolina, and || Arkansas, with the funds necessary to defray the expenses | 
to purchase other lands with the proceeds of such 


of the district court of the United States for the western | 
sale, reported it back without amendment. judicial Genin. 








eae, 


_ nates of the Department will not take en 
| as are necessary to have the funds at the pro 
| place to enable the marshals to use them to defra 
the expenses of the courts. Since i have ron 
_member of Congress, there have been Constane 
| complaints from the officers of these courts x 
| regard to the manner in which their monetar, 
affairs are conducted by the subordinates of te 
| Departments. . 
| Sir,as I have said, I do not intend to make an 
| more complaints at the Departments in relation 5 
| this matter; but I desire to have the inquiry mad. 
by the Senate. It is evident, from the facts Which 
| | have stated, that there is some strange neglect, 


| 
' 





some outrageous abuse, and whoever is respon. 
sible for it should be promptly dismissed by thy 
President. 1 do not know who jashe cause of it, 
| and I do not inquire, for 1 do mpfwish to make 
if the Neglect 


| any personal assault upon him; 
is not clearly and mpepnanly explained, he ought 
unquestionably, to be immediately dismissed fron, 
the public service, whoever he may be. 
he jurisdiction of the district court of th. 
| United States for the western district of Arkansas 
reaches beyond the limits of our State to the 
boundary of New Mexico. The jurors ay 
| brought to the court from distances of between 
| fifty and one hundred miles; and witnesses some. 
| tumes have to travel three hundred miles, Th, 
witnesses and jurors do not receive their fees jy 
consequence of the funds not being there. They, 
| however, receive certificates of the amount jo 
| which they are entitled, and they have to sei 
| these certificates in the town where the court jg 
held, at whatever discount may be required. | 
am assured that poor people who have been sum. 
| moned as witnesses or jurors have actually been 
| compelled to sleep out of doors because they had 
not received the money to which they were enii- 
tled. They were not able even to get the com. 
monest accommodations, [nstances of that sort 
| have been known, and surely it is time that they 
| were corrected. Neglect which leads to such con. 
| sequences should be severely reprimanded. 
s I have before stated, application has been 
| made for the necessary funds six months in ad. 
| vance, and estimates furnished to the Department, 





but they were not furnished until months after the 
court had adjourned. Neglect of this sort is s0 
outrageous, that I think the officer responsible for 
it ought to be immediately removed, unless he 
| can satisfactorily explain the reasons for the 
delay. I ask for the adoption of the resolution 
which I have submitted. 

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I am glad that 
this subject has been brought to the notice of the 
Senate by the Senator from Arkansas, but I am 
| sorry that his resolution does not take a wider 
range. What he says in relation to his own 
State in regard to one officer, is true in regard to 
all the branches of the public service in my State. 
| Instead of promptly pene there the money 

which Congress appropriates for expenditures on 
the public works, half the fiscal year is generally 
lost before the money reaches there, and then the 
matter is in such a complicated form that it is 
difficult to make the funds available at once. Sir, 
there is a radical defect in the system, somewhere. 
It ought to be cured by Executive action, or by 
legislation. I wish the Senator had presented his 
resolution in such a shape as to authorize the 
Committee on Finance to inquire how it happens 
that, when we have an overflowing Treasury, 
with millions of dollars appropriated for the pute 
service, the money does not reach the place where 





He also, from the same committee, to whom | Mr. President, 1 know that the funds referred || it is to be expended until half the fiscal year 


were referred the memorials of Lieutenant James | 
G. Benton, Brevet Major E. B. Babbitt, and | 
Brevet Major James Longstreet, praying to be 
released from responsibility for certain United | 
States subsistence stores obtained from them | 
through fraud, for a party emigrating to California, | 
submitted a report thereon, accompanied by a bill | 
for their relief; which was read and passed toa 
second reading. The report was ordered to be 
printed. : 

Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval | 
Affairs, to whom. was feferred the petition of 
John Guest, a lieutenant in the United States 
Navy, praying extra compensation for surveying 
on the coast between Appalachicola and the Mis-— 
sissippi, submitted a report, accompanied by a | 


to in this resolution have been regularly appro- || expires. This is the case in my own State. It 
priated from year to year. In May, 1853, a | is a great evil, and it ought to be remedied. 
requisition was made by the marshal for the | The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
amount deemed to be eer defray the ex- || consent to consider the resolution now. 
penses of the court for the November term of Mr. CASS. I should like to hear it read. 
1853. He sent estimates of the necessaryamount | The Secretary accordingly read it. 
six months in advance, but the fands were never || Mr. CASS. I did not call for the reading of 
furnished to him by the Department until April, || the resolution with any view to stop the progress 
1854. Again, a requisition was forwarded about | of the inquiry, but I wish to ask the honorable 
the 4th of September, 1854, for the expenses of the || Senator whether the money has been drawn from 
last November term, but the funds are not there || the ar ede 
yet. Mr. JOHNSON. I do not know how that is. 
The laws require the marshals of the United || I su it has not been drawn, or it would have 
States to make prompt reports to the Department || reached the marshal. 


of their expenditures, but it is impossible that | Mr. CASS. I shall not oppose the resolution. I 








statements of their accounts can be returned here |! wish to only say that it is not well for us here to 
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Fons, but the money is drawn on drafts from the 
“Wreasury Department. 


Yormation. Whether that has been received in this 


- out imputations on the Executive officers. 
c -e is great difficulty in scattering money pro- 
oe all over the country. We all know that 
. Tie proper guards, explanations, and state- 
-- which are required atthe Treasury. There 
be an abuse; but it does not follow that there 
«been any great neglect or abuse, because pay- 
ts have been delayed. I think that, until the 
“ are ascertained, it is not best to go on and 

ake charges against anybody. 
Mr. GWIN. The honorable Senator from 
-hican knows perfectly well that when appro- 
sions are made, before a marshal, orany other 
cbursing officer, can get the money, requisitions 
F< to be issued here; but those requisitions || 
Tver cet to the officers, and they cannot draw the || 
oz oney- There is no authority given to them to 
| raw the money to be expended for the public 
Vrvice. They are not permitted to issue requisi- 











Mr. CASS. No man knows that better than I || 

o. 1 know that in the first instance, after an 

propriation is made by Congress, no money || 
nes from the Treasury without a requisition from 

e proper Department, and then a warrant from 

Whe Secretary of the Treasury on the Treasurer 

or the amount. These certificates are not issued 

Brerely on the authority of the appropriation, but 

» many cases the Department requires local in- 


nstance, or not, !do not know. With thecircum- || 

ances of this particular case | am not acquainted. 

“Fam perfectly aware of the fact that money cannot 

drawn withouta requisition. Drafts are author- 

ed to be made by the disbursing agents, but 

hey cannot be paid until the regular Treasury 
rocess is gone through with. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I know nothing about the 
ocal information of which the honorable Sena- 
or speaks; but I do know, that money has been 

propriated by Congress to defray the expenses 

f the United States courts. I know, in the next 
lace, that it is customary for the marshals to 
nake estimates of what these expenses will be, 
nd how much money they will require. They 

to furnish those estimates to the Department || 
time, so that the money can be transmitted to 

e place where the court is held, at the proper 
period. In this case, in 1853, estimates were 
ransmitted to the Departments six months before 
e meeting of the court, and the money did not 
rrive until months after the court had met and | 
djourned. I am also aware of the fact, that in 








71854 the estimates were sent here in September, 


full time to enable the money to be sent there 
by the commencement of the November term, but 
e funds have not yet been sent there. 
I know — well, sir, that the andl of the 
Treasury, or the Secretary of the Interior, does not 
ake charge of these petty minor matters. They 
re left in the hands of subordinates, and those 
subordinates are the culpable persons. Gentle- 
men in both branches of Congress are required to 
be running constantly to the Departments to get 
information on such subjects. For my part, lam 
sick of doing so, and hereafter I propose to make 
the inquiries here. 1 wish to announce, also, that 
unless some reasonable excuse or justification for 
such conduct be offered, in my opinion, the offi- 
cers guilty of it ought to be dismissed from the 


a public service. I donot, however, as the Senator 


| from Michigan seemed to imply, wish to cast any 


imputation upon them now, because I do not 
know the reasons for their conduct; I only know 


s that the money has not gone there, and that the 


delay looks to me as most unreasonable. They 
may, however, be justifiable; but, if not, they 
should be promptly dismissed. I ask for the 
information for the benefit of the Senate with a 
view to future legislation, if legislation shall be 
deemed necessary; and I see no reason why the 
resolution pr not be adopted. 

Mr. CASS. I shall, of course, vote for the 
resolution, as it is a resolution of inquiry, but in 


addition to what I have already stated, { wish to || appropriation bill. 


say that something often depends on the state of 
the accounts of the disbursing officer. These 
may, sometimes, be in such a condition that the 

reasury Department will not remit him any 
money until his accounts be settled. Delay often 


| thé interest of the Indian department in our State | 


| great suffering and hardship would ensue in the || to the vote which, pone 


| ample appropriation. 
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circumstances of this case; but it does not follow, l The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
of course, because the money was not instantly || accordingly resumed the consideration of the bill 


| remitted, that there was any fault here; that is all || of the House of Representatives, making appro- 


I have to sa || priations for the support ef the Army for the 


Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, in my judg- || year ending the 30th of June, 1856. An amend- 
ment, this is a proper subject of inquiry for the | ment was offered by Mr. Sarecos, on behalf of 
legislative department of the Government. We || the Committee on Military Affairs, on the 24th 
have undertaken to make certain appropriations || instant, toauthorize the President to appoint three 
of the public money. We, alone, have the power || commissioners to proceed immediately to the In- 
to decide whether money ought to be appropriated || dian country, negotiate treaties of peace and amity 
for the public service. It is the duty, as I under- || with such tribes as would enter into them, and 
stand, of the Executive Department to proceed to || report the names of the refractory bands or tribes 
expend the money which we appropriate, in the || to the President, and such military commanders 
manner in which it is directed by the legislative ] as he might designate. It also proposed to 
branch of the Government. Now, sir, cases have || authorize the Preaident to call for, and aceept, 
occurred, during the past year, where Congress | the services of four regiments of mounted volun- 
made large and liberal appropriations of public || teers, for the purpose of maintaining peace on 
money for works of improvementin my own State, || the Indian frontiers of the United States, chas- 
where the agents of the Executive Department || tising Indians who might commit outrages, and 
here utterly failed, until more than half the fiscal | protecting the routes of emigration to California 
year elapsed, to provide any portion of themoney | and Oregon. Yesterday, Mr. Sme.vs withdrew, 
thus appropriated. || temporarily, that portion of his amendment rela- 

Durmg the last session of Congress, upwards || tive to the appointment of commissioners, where- 
of $200,000 was appropriated for the Indian de- || upon Mr.-Hunrer, asa substitute for the residue 
partment in California; but an amendment was | of the amendment, submitted a proposition to in- 
inserted on that appropriation which required that | crease the regular Army by the addition of two 
the existing superintendent should settle all his | regiments of cavalry, and to authorize the Presi- 
accounts with the Department before any por- || dent to accept the services of five hundred mounted 
tion of that appropriation should be placed in his || volunteers as rangers, guides, and scouts. Mr. 
hands. The President, knowing that it was | Suretps moved to amend this amendment, so as 
utterly impossible for that superintendent to close | to provide for an addition to the regular Army of 
his accounts within the year, was compelled to || two regiments of cavalry, and two of infantry. 
turn him out, and to appoint another in his place. |“The pending question is on this amendment to 
The Senators from the State were compelled to || Mr. Hunrer’s substitute for the original amend- 
acquiesce in this, because we were satisfied that || ment. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. AsI ama member of 
required that the Sen should be expended || the Committee on Military Affairs, and concurred 
within the year. e knew the condition of the || in the amendment reported from that committee, 
Iridians; we knew that not only inconvenience but || I think it proper to put myself right in reference 
, 1 may be called on to 
event of the money not being expended. Nota || give on this question. 1| fully concurred in the 
single dollar of that money reached the State of | amendment reported by the chairman of the com- 
California until the very last month of the year. || mittee. It is the plan which has been suggested 
The superintendent of Indian affairs was com- | by the President of the United States, and by the 
pelled to borrow money, upon his own credit, to | Secretary ef War, and is the plan which I believe 
carry on the operations of his department, after || ought to receive the sanction of this body. 
the legislative branch of the Government had made || _In reference to the proposition to send out three 
| commissioners, I will remark that it did not ori- 
ir, somebody is to blame for this; and when I || ginate with me; but I concurred in it for the pur- 
find an Executive officer derelict in his duty, I || pose of producing unanimity of action in the com- 
have independence enough to say it, and I care || mittee. If it had been adopted, it might have 
not on whom the blame may eventually attach. I | done some good; it certainly could not have done 
will give another instance. An appropriation of | any harm. So far from regarding this as a meas- 
upwards of $300,000 was made last year for our | ure of war, I believe that it is essentially a measure 
navy-yard in California, but no portion of that | of peace. My conviction is, that to avoid war, 
appropriation reached the agent charged with the || you must convince the Indians that you can con- 
expenditure until the last month of the year—the || trol them. By that, I believe, you can prevent 
month of December. I call the attention of Sen- || war. 
ators to this fact, that, notwithstanding we appro- There is another branch of this subject, Mr. 
priate the public money time after time, the Exec- | President, which seems to be distasteful toa por- 
utive branch of the Government, by a failure to || tion of the body, and that is the employment of 
have it transmitted at the proper period, have in- || five hundred Indians, for which the Secretary of 
flicted irreparable injury upon some sections of this | War asks. I have not believed, for a moment, 
country. that it was the desire of the President, or of the 
The resolution was agreed to. distinguished gentleman who recommended it, to 


. || use that portion of the force as warriors upon their 
ROAR AL, OF ee NORTH CAR> |} filow red men. Their main service will, perhaps, 


be regarded as very important in another aphere, 

Mr. SHIELDS. Iam instructed by the Com- || which I will allude to hereafter. The Govern- 
mittee on Military Affairs, to whom was referred || ment has not been engaged in such a war for years, 
the joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of || if I recollect aright, in which they have not availed 
War to sell a portion of the site at Fayetteville, themselves of the services of a portion of the tribes 
North Carolina, and to purchase other lands with || engaged from some quarter. Advert to the war 
the proceeds of such sale, to report it back. The || of 1812. Had not General Jackson a force of 
honorable Senator who introduced it [Mr. Bap- || Cherokees and Choctaws under his command ? 
| GER] takes a great interest in it, and, if there be || Refer to the celebrated Seminole war. Were there 
| no objection, I should like to have it put on its not Indian forces under the command of our offi- 




















passage now. cers? Then look to the outbreaks in many of the 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope not. I hope we shall || States—particularly the ®tate in which I have the 
take up the Army appropriation bill, and sit it out, || honor to reside—had we not the auxiliary aid of 
that we may finish it to-day. a large portion of the friendly Indians in quelling 
Mr. SHIELDS.. I yield for that purpose. that outbreak? Certainly we had. In winning 


them to peace, we had an army staring them in 

ARM¥E: APPROPRIATION BILL, || the face, and demonstrating that we had the power 
Mr. HUNTER. I move to take up the Army | 
j 


to control them. } 
| It is a vast extent of country over which this 
r. WADE. I should like to make a report. || force is destined to act. The question is argued 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the Senator will not || upon the hypothesis that we are to send an invad- 
ress it. We are anxious to get through with the || ing army of three thousand men to a particular 
ill to-day. I think we can_find enough to sit it | pomtin New Mexico, the frontiers of California, 
out, and finish it, and it will be out of the way || Oregon, or Utah. J do not understand that to be 


arises from that state of things. I mention this || to-morrow, for I shall not then press another || the fnct. It is a force which is to be added to the 


as one of the incidental matters connected with || appropriation bill. 


|| regular force of the United States, for the purpose 


the subject. { know nothing at all about the!) The motion was agreed to—ayes 24; noes 16. || of operating over the entire frontier, to prevent 
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hostilities. What was designed to be the function || ‘This is the remark of Lieutenant Colonel Hoff. || service in that perilous and often-tim a 


of the Indian force contemplated by the Secretary || man, in a communication to the Secretary of || warfare? ‘Theyvall tell us:so, sir; 


of War? It was toact in the capacity of scouts, | 
guides, and outposts, to guard the army and ap- | 
prise it of the approach of the enemy; and not | 
only that, sir, but they would be powerful instra- | 
ments in pursuing the hoatile Indians, and con- 
ducting our army to their hiding places. What is 
the character of the country to which the army is | 
proposed to be sent? Is it not a vast plain—in |, 
many piaces a wilderness? And what would the || 
proposed American troops, taken from the States, || 
who never trod the soil before, know of the gorges 
of the mountains through which they would have || 
to pass? Would not these Indians, natives of the 
country, taken from the different trites, be all im- || 
portant to conduct our army into the various posi- | 
tions for the purpose of meeting the wild Indians, || 
and reclaiming them to the paths of peace? 1 am || 
of the opinion that an Indian force is essentially || 
necessary to any army that goes to that country. 
We shall not only accomplish this, but we shall 
accomplish another very important item. 

It is known to gentlemen, who know anything || 
of the Indian character, that we do not propose, | 
arbitrarily, to force any members of a tribe into 
the service; but they are to be yielded by the as- 
sents of the head men, the chiefs of the different | 
tribes; and, in doing that, we shall identify the 
friendly portion of every tribe with the army, and || 
the peaceful walks of the people of the country, and 
prevent them from going to war. Gonow to any 
tribe, and consult it as to the number of warriors || 
it will yield to accompany the armry on an expe- || 
dition of this kind; and, if that tribe, in council, || 
determines to send so many warriors—‘‘ braves,’’ 
as they term them—they will become at once our 
friends and allies, and we shall win them from || 
the wild and hostile portion of the red men. Is 
there nothing accomplished in that, sir? 

The Indian question is one which is pregnant || 
with importance. It has occupied a gooa deal of 
my attention for years. There are matters lyin 
behiod the outbreak, for the last few years, which 
bring on discontent among this remarkable people. 
It has been the policy of the Government, | think, 
since 1532, to congregate all the tribes in a great 
nation weat of the Mississippi. When you force 
a large portion of Indians from their homes, and 
the homes of their fathers, and carry them to an- 
other country, you carry many of them there with 
feelings of prejudice and hostility to our people. 
And do you stop with that? No, sir. You en- 
gender an unkind feeling among the resident tribes 
where you throw them, because you hem them 
in, and deprive them of their game and hunting |) 
grounds. All these things have tended, for a || 
series of years, in my opinion, to produce an un- 
friendly feeling on the part of many of the tribes 
who have been carried there by the coercion of 
the Government; and you engender, also, a hostile 
and unfriendly feeling on the part of the Indians |' 
in the vicinity to which you have carried those 
tribes. These are the things which have operated || 
on my mind. I witnessed the departure of ten || 
thousand of them on one occasion. Where did | 

ou carry them? You carried them west of the |, 
ississippi—to the Cherokees, the Choctaws, and || 
the Chickasaws; and it was with great difficulty || 
that outbreaks could be suppressed in that coun- || 
try, even when so much intelligence characterizes 
a large number of the population of those tribes. 
These ere elements and natural causes which are 
calculated to produce a bad feeling on the part of 
many intelligent men among those tribes. Well, 
sir, did you Increase the affection for this Govern- 
ment when you carried such a vast number of 
red men to that country, and pianted them down 
where the wild Indian roams, to deprive him of the 
means by which he live®? They have been told 
that their Great Father, the President, has done it. 
It is a matter of surprise to me that we have had 
as little confusion and discord in the vicinity of 
many of them as has characterized them hitherto. 
I look with favor upon the proposition to raise 
a force of Indians to conduct our Army properly 
in pursuit of the hostile and wild Indians, because 
I believe it to be a very important branch of the 
public service. This opinion is not peculiar to 
me. The plan has been adopted from time imme- 
morial in this country, when e in wars and 
conflicts with the Indians. It is the opinion of a 
very distinguished and competent officer, if I am 
not mistaken, who is now engaged in the service. 





j 





| the white man of the wilderness country. | think 
, the Secretary of War was right and showed his 


| possess themselves of that class of — as guides, | 


| in ouranxiety to avoid any wrong to the red man, 


| is one version of thestory. But if you will turn to 


War: j 

| 

«“[ respectfully suggest that twelve or fifteen Delawares | 
be sentout with each comand, to serve as guides and 
scouts. Without their assistance, troops would fiad it diffi 

cult, if not impossitle, to overtake Indians who are flying | 


|| from them. They may be engaged at Fort Leavenworth 


very readily.”’ 


That is the language of a gentleman who lives | 
in the country, who ts conversant with the habits 
and manners of the Indians, whose calling has 


been war, and whose province it has been to || Kansas Territory. It 


instruct himself in the best and most legitimate 
method of warfare in order to protect his country. 
Is not what he says entitled to consideration and 
respect? It seems tome it is. The whole history 
of the country is replete with evidences that 
friendly Indians have been used, or employed by 
the Government in our wars with the Indians, 


_notto destroy unnecessarily, however, their own 


brethren; they are not put in the front of the battle, 


| or made to bear the heaviest burden, but they are 


most usually employed in a peculiar way, because 
they possess a very remarkable knowledge over | 





admitted sagacity in recommending the employing | 
this force, and | think experience, in our armies 
heretofore, establish thefact. If the troops do not | 
they will find themselves very much at fault, I | 
apprehend, in the country. I deem it proper to 
make these remarks in vindication of my course 
in concurring with the committee in chine for 
that number of Indians, and in vindication of the 
high source from which the recommendation came. 
They were not designed, | presume, to be taken 
from one tribe and used in a solid body. They 
are to be attached to every wing of the Army in 
the‘region of country where it becomes necessary 
to guard the frontiers. 

lt appears to me, Mr. President, that in our deep | 
sympathy for the Indians, we have almost lost 
sight of our own population. It seems to me that, 











we are really wronging and endangering the lives | 


of our own citizens. Have we forgot the bloody 


massacre of Lieutenant Gunnison? But the other || years past, that, if they did not desist from going to war, 


day we were told of a massacre more bloody, if 
possible, near Fort Laramie, of Lieutenant Grat- 
tan. That has been alluded to in a way to throw 

more or less reproach upon these in command in | 
thatexpedition. 1 confess, judging from the testi- 

mony, that it is a matter about which some per- | 
sons might come toa different conclusion from that 
to which | have come. It wasalleged by the dis- 
tinguished Senator from Texas, [Mr. spOnenet 
yesterday, that the commanding officer ordere 

the first gun to be fired, and between that and the 
next fire thechiefs were exhorting their young men 
not to return the fire upon the white men. That 


the documents you will find that the Indians were 
in a state of great readiness, so much so that they 
almost instantaneously annihilated the small de- 
tachment of our own troops. Is it not remarkable 
that a people so friendly, and not expecting war, 
should bein such a perfect state of readiness for it, 
and is it not equally remarkable that so friendly 
and so deep a sympathy, under the circumstances, 
should be enlisted for that peculiar people ? They | 
were there, it is said, to receive their annuities. 
But what is the statement of Mr. Vaughan, one of 
the agents? He says they were there with arms 
in their hands, and the bloody tragedy shows they 
were ready, ata moment’s warning, to strike, and 
that they did strike, and strike bitterly the gallant 
band in the wilderness, far from the protection of 
this powerful Government. With all our sentimen- 
tality and deep solicitude for the red man, it is a 
simple question, how are we to protect him and 
at the same time secure our own citizens from 
aggressions and injury ? 

Have the Senate read the documents sent to us 
by the Secretaries of War and of the Interior? — Is 
there nothing due to our little Army, which has 
been cut up into such small detachments that they 
cannot withstand even the wild men? Does not 
the President of the United States tell you that 
the force is not sufficient? Have we not been told 
the same thing in the communication of that dis- 
tinguished gentleman who occupies the position 
of Secretary of War, and who has seen some 





| these matters, I will ask the Secretar 


an inelorious 
| if these facts have not all been laid befor 
Senate, and have Senators read the soot 
tions? It seems to me not. I shall not in 
the Senate with the long details of these thin o 
| but, for the information of gentlemen who om 


. : ; Se prov. 
ince it may not have been to examine particulier, 


“ 7 Y to read a 
| part of one commuaication from a gentleman who 


|1s now in the other House, Mr. Wuirry; 
formerly an Indian agent, and now Delegate cn 
3 was written from Fort 
| Laramie, August 29, 1854. His high POSition is 
ample guarantee of the truth of his statement, 
The Secretary read as follows: 


“*The great majority of the Indians in this agenc 
| have no respect for the Government ; they think, that Uncle 
| Sam is a weak old fellow, and could be easily overcome. 
| and they have good reasons for coming to that conelusion, 
Nearly every party of emigrants that pass through their 
| country, have to pay their way with sugar and coffee ; 
| knowing this, every train furnish themselves wij) én 
| ample supply. The military posts located in this agency 
| are perfect nuisances. The idea, that one company of 
_ infantry can furnish aid and protection to emigrants who 
pass through this agency, is worse than nonsense, Tie 
can protect themselves no further than their guus can reach: 
| they have no effect upon the Indians so far as fear is cpp’ 
| cerned; they neither respect nor fear them; and as to pro. 
tecting the traveler on the road, they are of no more Use 
| than so many stumps. There are no roads in the Unijed 
| States that need protection so badly, as the North Plate 
and Arkansas roads. Property to the value of severaj mij. 
hons of dollars pass over these roads annually ; nearly every 
| emigrant party are subject to annoyance from the time they 
| leave che frontiers. On the North Platte road, the Pawnees 
| and others have stolen property to the amount of severa} 
| thousand dollars, and committed several murders ; and the 
| time has certainly arrived when American citizens shouiq 
| be permitted to travel on this continent, without being 
| annoyed by bands of worthless Indians. The road leading 
| up the Arkansas river has been but little traveled until the 
| last two years. Exclusive of the large amount of mer. 
| chandise annually transported over this road to Santa Fé, 
| stock, to the value of thousands of dollars, has passed this 
| route to California this year. Roads so important as these, 
should be guarded by a force sufficient to protect the lives 
| and property of persons seeking homes in California, and a 
| market for their stock, &e. Strong military posts should 
| be builton the Arkansas and South Platte rivers.” 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. There is another ex. 
| tract from a letter of Mr. Vaughan. 
| The Secretary read the following: 
‘It is true they have been counselled by their agents, for 





| and committing depredations, the consequence would re- 
| sult in troops being sent amongst them, and force them into 
| measures, to all of which they have turned a deaf ear, 
| lulling themselves into security by the impression that they 
| cannot be reached. 

‘¢The Brulies from the Platte, the Ouh-papas, Blackfeet 
Sioux. a part of the Yanctonnais, Sans Arc, and Minecou- 
gan bandsof the Missouri, openly bid defiance to the threats 
of the Gevernment, and go so far as to say that they do not 
fear the result, should soidiers come to fight them. The 
rest of the tribes in this agency are disposed to do right, 
| and many of them, at once, would unite in exterminating 
| the above bands. Several of them have come voluntarily 
| to me, and stated that any information that might be re- 
quired, should a farce. be sent here to chastise these, they 
will hold themselves in re~diness to give any information 
| relative to their locality and movements in their power, and 
| render any assistance that may be required of them.” 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I will ask for the read- 
| ing of another extract from a letter written by the 
| same gentleman. 

The Secretary read as follows: 


* On the following day the whole of these Indians moved 
off. They are now scattered in small bands within sixty 
to one hundred and fifty miles of this place, and are trying 
| to enlist the Indians in this section of the country to jo.n 
| them in a general war on all the whites. They keep war 
| parties continually on the road between this and the Platte, 
| and any white man found on the road will certainly be 
kilied by them. They state openly, that next spring they 
will keep parties constantly on the emigrant route, aud kill 
all they find. . 

** 1 assure you, that my situation here, as well as that of 
all the traders, and their men, at present, is perilous in the 
extreme. There is but one course for the Government to 
adopt, and that must be done promptly—to send a sufficient 
nun, ber of troops of the proper kind, and pursue the bands 
of Indians who have been concerned in this affair, and 
chastise them in such a manner, that they will not only 
respect, but fear, the Government in future. Without 4 
salutary lesson, there is no knowing to what extent they 
| will commit murder and depredations on the whites.” 

«On my way to this place, a few days since, I arrived at 
the Yanctonnais village of Sioux Lndians, encamped on the 
river about one hundred miles above this place. They gen- 
erally belonged to a band who have always been more or 
less averse to carrying out the provisions of the ‘ Laramie 
treaty.’ I immediately called a council with the chiefs 
and braves, and, after talking over al! matters with them, 
and giving them good and proper advice, which I thought 
they received in the spirit I intended they should, I made 
them a present of some tobacco sions, &c., when. to 





my surprixe, the principal chief, called‘ Red Leaf,’ arose, 
with the knife in his band, ent all the bags containing; the 
provisions to pieces, scattering their contents on the praine, 
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{ 
ube keg of gunpowder in the river, and about | 
"i  iecharged thelt guns atit. This band of In- 

nave been very refractory for a number of years. The | 

ht agents who have seen them have all told them that 
vould be sent to chastise them if they did not alter 
duet. They regard this now as only a threat; and, 

“pre sence of troops intimidates them, they will 

.- be dangerous and troublesome. . 
owe port Clark I found one hundred lodges ef Aukipa- | 
giackfeet, and Sloux Indians, who had been wait- | 
pe yea mouth to see me. In the council I held with 
ge princip’l chiefs told me that they would not re- | 
os ae presents from the Government, and to do what | 
| 


i} 
i} 
it 


i 


_gsed with their portion of goods, for they did not want 


preferred the liberty to take scalps, and 


Pom: that the , 
ae | Oe eee depredations they pleased, in preference 
coms (rom their Great Father. ‘They talked very hos- 
‘er ind [replied to them, that just as certain as the sun 
We nd set, their Great Father would not only chastise 
aa ‘or heir bad conduct, but for the indignity offered to 
. i pot receiving their presents. 
respectfully, your obedient servant, — 
‘“ ALFRED J. VAUGHAN, Indian .4gent. 
«Colonel ALFRED CUMMING, 
Superinte dent Indian Affairs, St. Louis, Missouri.” 


Mr. FITZPATRICK. I present these extracts 
simply as a portion of the testimony on which the 
President deemed it his solenwn duty to make his 
ommunication to Congress. Facts of a similar 
character were communicated to the Department 
twelve months ago. They have been communi- 
cated now, and I say, not in the language of 
rophecy, but as the opinion of an humble mem- 
ber of this body, that the sooner we organize 
a force, not to exterminate these unfortunate | 
beings, but to reclaim them ‘* from the error of | 
their way,” the sooner shall we put a stop to the 
Indian war. I think I speak advisedly, for I have 
seen some little of the Indian character. The Pres- 
ident, the highest functionary known to the Con- | 
stitution, tells you that there is an absolute neces- | 
city for more troops; that the Army of the United | 
Sates is not sufficient to guard the western fron- | 
tiers. [Uf his recommendation is net regarded, in 
afew years—perhaps I might say months—the 
whole western frontier will be affected by warlike 
operations. | do not desirethe extermination ofthe || 
Indians. I have as much sympathy for them as || 
|, perhaps, ought to have; but I trust I shall not || 
forget what is due to my own people. Look at 
the vast amount of property, which the gentleman 
| have alluded to, in the otfiee branch of Congress, | 
says is always in danger. Does he not tell the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs that, unless an 

| 


« Very 


| 
| 
| 
} 
| 
} 





army is placed there to strike terror into the minds 
of the Indians, the consequences will be serious to 
our people? It seems to me that nothing more 
could be said, or should be required to be said, to 
convince this honorable body of the necessity of 
granting a sufficient force to the constitutional 
authorities to maintain peace and protect our fron- 
ter. 

My honorable friend from Texas says that these 
Indians have been wronged; that they have been 
attacked. It is almost ‘impossible to prevent 
aggressions on the red men, as well as upon the 
white; but we have seen enough, and heard enough, 
from the communications which have been made 
to us, to convince every mind of the absolute 
necessity of granting the additional force to pro- 
tect the country. What is the plan suggest by 
the Senator from Texas? It is to puta stop to all 
emigration until a sufficient force can be cengre- 
gated ata particular point to protect themselves in 
going across the plains. 1 ask the honorable Sen- 
ator what they would do with this force? Take 
two hundred as the basis of a force sufficient to 


ae themselves. I beg the Senate to listen to 
this: 


} 
| 





a decision of a meet- 
Pembina county, held 
a few days before my departure for Washington, in which 
it Was resolved, that next summer, afler the first hunting 
trip, a party of war of about five thousand men shall go up 
the Missouri, a litue below Fort Mandon, and there separ- 
ating in two corps, one each side of the river, will come 
down the Missouri and put to death all living beings they 
wul meet on their way.?? 


l ask my honorable friend what two hundred 
men could do with a force of that kind, when they 


_ ‘I must communicate to you, also 
ing of the half breeds and Indians of 


have deliberately determined to ascend the Mis- 
souri river to a particular point, separate on each 
side of the river, and go off to destroy everything 
in their march down it? What protection could 
a force, of the kind the Senator suggests, have, in 
Opposition te twenty-five hundred men like those? 

hey would stand about as long as the unfortu- 
nate Grattan stood before the fifteen hundred near 
Fort Laramie. The news would electrify the | 








| withdrawn, and that the amendment pending is 
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country, that the Indians had butchered and de- | 


aie a large number of our people. 
hat is the object of the message of the Presi- | 
dent of the United States? It is to avert that, and | 
to throw into the country, in time, a sufficient | 
force to arrest the aggressions of the Indians, and | 
to shield our own fellow-citizens. With these || 
views, Mr. President, I concur cordially in the 
recommendation of the President. 

I did not rise to prolong this discussion. I rose | 
simply to say to the Senate that, although I cen- | 
curred in the whole amendment of the committee, | 
although I believe it to be the best system that | 
could be adopted to protect the country, with | 
great deference to gentlemen who, | presume, | 
know more on this subject than I claim to know, | 
[ am prepared to unite and codperate heartily and 
cordially with the majority of the body in getting 
the best [ can: because I believe there is a neces- 
sity for it. The high functionaries have dis- 
charged their duties in bringing this subject to our 
attention, and presenting their plans. It now de- | 
volves on us to perform our duty, and if we fail | 
to do so, the responsibility will rest upon us, and 
not upon the Administration. 

Mr. RUSK. I am glad to hear the honorable 
Senator from Alabama make the declaration he 
does; because my opinion is, that if we contend | 
for more than the honorable Senator from Virginia || 
has proposed in his amendment, we shall be likely 
to do as we have done at several former sessions, 
lose the whole. I understand that the proposition 
to call out three thousand volunteers has been 


| 


} 
} 
| 
| 


that offered by the Senator from Virginia, to raise | 
two regiments of mounted men, and five hundred || 
rangers, which the Senator from Illinois proposes | 
to amend by the addition of two regiments of | 
infantry, and the exclusion of rangers. | 

For eight or nine years past we have had pos- | 
sessions upon the Pacific ocean, to which it has 
been the policy of the country to invite an over- | 
land emigration. A very large emigration has 
gone there, and has been of immense service to | 
the United States. Every steamer that arrives on 
the Atlantic side from California (and they come | 
about once in two weeks) brings you $1,000,000 | 
in gold, and sometimes a much larger quantity. | 
These hardy pioneers have been forced either to | 
go across the plains, with the exposure incident to | 
traveling through an unsettled country, or, at | 
very large expense, to go outside of our own | 
country, through an unhealthy climate, across the 
isthmus. All these hardships have been encoun- | 
tered at a time when your Treasury was full and | 
overflowing. There are five or six routes across | 
our own territery to our possessions and settle- 
ments on the Pacific ocean; and upon not one of | 
them are the property or the families of the emi- | 
grants safe. For years past they have not been | 
safe, because the Indians on the plains—githough | 
it is but recently that, on the more northern routes, | 
they have commenced to commit depredations | 
and take life—were constantly levying black-mail 
upon the weaker parties who travel 








across the } 
country. As soon as the Indians came upon | 
them, they were compelled to give up part of their | 
roperty. It has been a regular business with the | 
ndians to go on these routes, and make these | 
demands of the emigrants. Poor people, who | 
were going to a new country for the purpose of | 


mending their circumstances, have been actually | 
taxed by these Indians, to whom they were com- || 
pelled to give almost all they had, for the purpose || 


of escaping with their lives; and this, too, while 


Treasury. 


Sir, upon every principle of justice, all your cit- || 


izens are entitled to the protection of this Govern- 
ment. They have not received it, and where is 
the fault? The emigrant routes are unprotected; 


carriers killed, and the property which is being 


the Indians. 
there is fault somewhere. There is plenty of 
oe ae the Treasury. The fault is not u 
the Executive, nor upon the Secretary of 





| 
some of the States of the Confederacy are unpro- || 
tected; several of the Territories are unprotected ; || 
and you cannot carry the mails, from one settle- || 
ment to another, without a large armed guard. | 
Your mails are attacked—a constant occurrence in | 
my own State, and so it is wpon the other lines of | 
travel. The mails are frequently captured, the | 
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because, before these difficulties became so seri- 
ous and threatening as they are now, both those 
functionaries asked of Congress an increase of 


|| the military force. They have insisted on an 


increase; and bills have been reported in both 
branches of Co to effect the object. The 
honorable Senator from lilinois has done his duty 


| in presenting bills here constantly for the increase 


of the military force, but they have not been passed, 
and things remain as they are. [tis charged that 
we have now too large a military force, Why, 


| sir, every man that can be used is put upen these 


lines, and the utmost exertions are made by the 
War Department, by the President, and by the 
troops; but it is utterly impossible for them to 
cover a sufficient extent of ground, with their 
small number, to afford adequate protection. I 
have already asked who is to blame for this state 
of things? The fault rests with Congress. Now, 
| wish to appeal to those members of the Senate 
whose constituents are subjected to none of these 
privations and difficulties, to join those of the 
frontier in extending protection to the travelers, 


from whose exertions they, in return, receive so 


much benefit, as it is admitted, on al! hands, hag 
been received from the labor and enterprise of the 
hardy pioneers who have gone out and settled on 
the Pacific coast. The fault, | repeat, is in Con- 
gress; and it now rests with Congress to apply a 
remedy. 


The proposition before us has been treated, te 


| Some extent, as a war measure; but, in my view, 


it is apreventive measure. What has been read, 
at the request of the honorable Senater from A la- 
bama,is true. It is true that all those Indian 
tribes whe have had but little intercourse with the 
United States do not know our power, and unless 
they see that power they regard the United States 
as inferior. Is it likely that they should regard 
us in any other light? Here are citizens traveling 
through that country and these Indians march up 
and demand half they have, and they have to 
yield. Who is the inferior there? The Indian 
regards himself as the superior, and whenever he 
has power he will exercise it. 

In the first place, it is a duty to the emigrants 
to make their travel safe; but besides, it is an act 
of mercy to the Indians themselves, because they 
are now acquiring habits which will involve them 
in war. The Government may net throw the 
arm of protection around its citizens; but one 
thing is very certain; whenever they become suf- 
ficiently strong themselves, and have grown tired 
of waiting for the action of the Government, they 
will avenge their ewn wrongs on the Indians, 
and then yeu will be involved in a war. The 
expenditure sought by the amendment wil! be but 
as a drop in the bucket, compared with what you 
will have to encounter after much mischief has 
been done. 

Sir, I fully appreciate the anxiety of my friend 
from Illinois, the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs, and I concede that all the force 
for which he asks is necessary; but, at the same 
time, | want to make an appeal to him. Two 
mounted regiments will afford protection, and will, 
in my judgment, stop these difficulties. These 
two mounted regiments | believe we can get; but 
if we ask for four regiments, my opinion is, judg- 
ing from the experience of the past, and the temper 
of both Houses of Congress now, that we shall 
make a failure. Give us, then, thie protection. 

There is another advantage ta result from this 
measure. Even those who now believe that twe 


| regiments will not be sufficient, will see the bene- 
this Government has had a full and overflowing | 


ficial results in the protection which will be 
afforded to emigrants, and the change which will 
be produced in the conduct of the Indians. I am 
not for exterminating the indians; I do not want 
an Indian war; the President does not want an 
Indian war; nobody wants it, and the peeple of 
the frontier least of all. Congress has adopted, 
and made some liberal appropriations for, another 
policy, and it is the only policy which will, in 
my judgment, founded on some slight acquaint- 
ance with Indians, have any effect upon them; 
that is to settle them down, stop their roving 
about. Game is getting scarce, and the time is 


_ favorable for the accomplishment of suchan object. 
used in the transportation of the mails is taken by 
When such occurrences take place | 
] 
ar, | make them work; but the womenand children, whe 


The Government has already made liberal appro- 
priations for that purpose. The older stock you 
cannot get to work; that is out of the question; to 
steal and to fight are all they will do; you cannot 
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have all the work to do in their camps, who-are | be required hereafter ‘rom the nature of our In- | who, in my opinion, made a y 
oppressed, in the first place, with having more to | dian frontier, and from the stream of emigration || 


do than they coveniently can, and in the next place 


with being almost in a state of starvation on account | t ¢ 
of the scarcity of game, will goto work. They || better judges than myself on such subjects, and | 


will raise crops sufficient to live upon, and by that | 
means you will overcome their roving disposition; | 
you will take away the temptation to commit | 


them, this will be the only way. If you accom- 


plish this, you must show them that you are able || eral war. And, upon consulting the reports of the 


to check and punish them if they seek a living by | 
what are to them the easier methods of war and 


under. The younger stock are susceptible of | sion that, so far as there is any demand for service 


bein trained to work. The experiment has been | 


tried with other tribes, and some of them are || for five hundred rangers and the two mounted regi- | 


almost as good agriculturists as any people in | 
the United States. In this way, and in no other, | 


can these tribes be preserved. You may neglect || shown of an intention on the part of whole tribes | 


or refuse to give the Secretary of War the neces- | 
sary means of checking the hostilities and aggres- | 


| across the continent. I consulted those who were 


/men would be adequate in order to protect the | 
depredations; and if you ever civilize and save || ¢migrant trains and to provide against occasional 


which is constantly pouring, from sea to sea, 


found that it was the opinion of skillful, prudent, 
experienced men, that two regiments of mounted 


Indian disturbances, unless there should be a gen- 


Indian agents, and some of the Indian agents in 
person, whom I have seen, 1 came to the conclu- 


now, the provision contained in my amendment 


ments, would be sufficient. 
I do not think, sir, that evidence has been | 





to make war upon us. Itseems that the tempta- | 
tion to plunder the trains passing along the coun- | 


siona of the Indians; the present condition of || try through which these tribes roam has been too | 


affairs may go on; the Indians may continue to | 


rob and murder emigrants and travelers on the | 


frontier; but the population there is increasing || have plundered the trains, parts of them have | 


every day, and when those persons are satisfied 
that this Government cannot protect them, and 
when their numbers are sufficient, they will begin 
to protect themselves, and the first step they will | 
take in the matter will be an extermination of the | 
Indians as far as they can reach them. If we | 
would avert this, we should afford prompt pro- 

tection to them. 

Under these circumstances, I shall vote against 
the amendment adding four regiments; and I hope 
the friends of the measure will support the amend- | 
ment providing two regiments of mounted men | 
and five hundred rangers. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, when the Sen- 
ator from I}linois offered his amendment to this | 
bill for three thousand volunteers, it was urged as | 
a reason for proposing such an amendment to a | 
general appropriation bill, which is so unusual, | 
that there was a pressing necessity for some force | 
in order to provide against the danger of Indian 
outbreak and disturbance. I havealways opposed 
any effort to put upon the general appropriation 
bite anything which looked towards the general | 
legislation of the country, because | knew from | 
experience that it led to conflicts between the two 
Houses, which were neither profitable nor be- 
coming; but, in this instance, I was willing, in view 
of the emergency under which we were acting, to 
do what might be necessary in order to prevent 
this outbreak and to avoid, if possible, this Indian 
war which seems to be threatening us. I was 
willing to do just so much as might be necessa 
to meet this emergency; but I was not then will- 
ing, nor am I now willing, to do more upon this 
bill than may be necessary to meet that precise 
ense. 1 think that would justify us ina departure 
from the ordinary rules of legislation, however 
salutary they may be. But, sir, in regard to any- 
thing further and beyond this, it seems to me so 
eminently proper that it should be the subject of 
separate and Independent legislation, that 1 will 
not dwell further on that subject. 

As I have said, I felt the necessity for doing 
something to meet this emergency, and I turned | 
to the subject and consi it most anxiously 
in order to ascertain what that emergency was, 
and what would be the adequate remedy. I did 
not believe that the adequate remedy consisted 
in raising three thousand volunteers and send- 
ing them out amongst the Indians. I feared, 
and I think I feared with reason, that such a step 
would inevitably lead to a disastrous Indian war, 
which, by pradence and proper precaution, might 
be avoided. It seemed to me that, to the extent 
ts which it was proved that there was a demand 
for steady, constant, military service, in order to 
prevent ou.breaks, and guard the emigrant trains, 
that demand should be met by an addition to the 
regular force; because regular troops are much 
cheaper; because they are more efficient; because 
they are more easily managed; and, in this way 
we should be in less danger of provoking an out- 
break, less in danger of those accidents which are 
80 apt to occur with volunteer forces, by which 
we might be involved in war. * 

The next question, then, to be considered was, 
what was the amount, and what was the least 
amount, which would’be sufficient in order to pro- 











| Looking to that, 1 came to the conclusion that 1 


strong for the forbearance of some of the bands | 
in the tribes, or portions of them. Parts of them | 


commitied outrages, but I believe the tribes them- | 
selves have never considered themselves as com- | 
mitted, in their tribal character, to stand by those 
who have done this; and I am inclined to think | 
that, if we make a demonstration of the proper 
force, and treat with them in the proper manner, 
we shall be able to settle these disturbances, and | 
prevent outbreaks in the future, with the force 
provided intheamendment. But, sir, whilesome 
force is necessary to meet this emergency, I am 
convinced, from all that | hear from those a ac- 
a ga with the subject, from the reports of the 

ndian agents, that there must be some increase 
of force in order to make a more respectable ap- 
pearance in the eye of those tribes; they must see 
that we have the power and the means to inforce 
obedience when obedience is necessary and proper. 





would vote for this amount of force, which is be- 
lieved, by prudent and experienced men, to be | 
enough; but I will vote for no more, because I am | 
not willing to do more on this bill, or, indeed, 
anywhere, than the emergency of the case re- 
quires. That is the whole extent to which, in m 
Opinion, the regular Army should be increased; 
and I am willing to do that now, and upon this 
occasion, in order to provide for this emergency, 
and in order to prevent the creation of this large 
volunteer corps, which would be not only more 
expensive now, but would lead, I fear, to most 
dangerous results hereafter. 

I am utterly opposed to the amendment of my 
friend from lilinois, who proposes to increase | 
these two to four regiments... | believe that if he | 
should succeed in so transforming my amend- | 
ment, he will lose the whole, and that it will be 
impossible to carry it through. Even if he could 
get it passed as an independent bill, it does not 
ollow that he could carry through a measure for 
increasing so largely the standing Army of the 
United States upon an appropriation bill. The 
House of Representatives might be willing to pro- 
vide for this emergency which is pressing on us; 
and to the extent to which it is necessary to raise 
troops, to provide for it, they might be willing to 
do it here; and when once convinced of the emer- 
gency for which they ought to provide, they would 
inquire whether it should be done by regulars or | 
volunteers. I believe that the amendment which 
I have offered might be carried; but I have no idea 
that we could carry through on this bill a propo- | 
sition for raising four additional regiments, I will 








go further, and say we ought not tocarry it. This 
is enough, and we ought not to do more than 


Mr. SHIELDS. Mr. President, there seems 
to be but little difference between the honorable 
Senator from Virginia and myself at this time, 
and, if I understood aright, the Senator from 
Texas who last spoke, (Mr. Rusx,] there is, in 
fact, no difference between us. The Senator from 
Texas admits that the force for which I ask, and 
which is proposed by my amendment, would not 
be too much to answer the purposes demanded, 
but he thinks that a provision for that force cannot 
be carried through, and, therefore, he is willing 
to take the proposition of the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. I understand that to be the view of the 


vide for this steady military service which would '’ Senator from Texas who has spoken to-day, and 


|| not be too large to accomplish the obj 


| 


er i 
a exposition of the nature ro and 


e considers that the force which I as =e 


k for would 


ecti 
though he thinks that my amendment cans’ 


perhaps, be carried through at this i 
differ from the honorable Seacne in this. ne 
it is for us to determine the force that is Buffici ink 
necessary, and adequate to the object, and then i: 
the responsibility of refusing that force fal! u : 
those who choose to refuse; I say that, also ro 
honorable Senator from Virginia. ar 

The Executive, from the information which j 
has received, brings forward a proposition oy 
for three thousand volunteers. The Executir. 
says the emergency is such that they are needed 
for operations during the coming spring, T;, 
honorable Senator from Virginia, and — 
refuse to give those volunteers. The volunteer, 
were not intended to take the place of the regula, 
Army, or to obviate the necessity of an increase 
of the regular Army, but to supply an immediate 
urgent, pressing emergency. there be such an 
emergency, (and the Executive, I take it, is the 
power to judge of that,) these volunteers, or some 
other equivalent force, are demanded at this time 
Now, does the Senator from Virginia present tha; 
equivalent when he refuses to grant the volyp. 
teers? The Executive (charged with the inves. 
gation of this subject in the first instance, hayin 
all the means of ascertaining the condition of the 
Indian country and the disposition of the Indiap 
tribes, and who would be derelict in the perform. 
ance of his duty, if he did not present this prop- 
osition,) says that three thousand volunteers are 
necessary. Now, we change that; and what is 
offered as an equivalent? The honorable Senator 
proposes two regiments of mounted troops, and 
five hundred rangers. I say that, in my humble 
opinion, that force is not sufficient. 

Sir, the other honorable Senator from Texas 
[Mr. Hlousron] presented to us yesterday his 
views in relation to the Army. I shall not say 
that I was disappointed, but 1 must confess that 
I expected a higher practical presentation of this 
subject than was oun by that honorable Senator, 
He spoke of the difference between what he calls 
the actual force and the authorized legal force of 
the Army. Theauthorized legal force at present 
is fourteen thousand, and the actual force is be- 
tween ten thousand and eleven thousand.” Now, 
the proposition which I present to the Senate 
would raise the authorized force to about eighteen 
thousand, but the actual force only to about four- 
teen thousand; becaase you must always deduct 
about one fourth from the legal force in order to 
give you the actual effective force. The question 
then is, are fourteen thousand men sufficient, at 
this time, for the protection of our Territories and 
the emigrant lines? I find, in turning to the annual 
report of the Secretary of War, much information 
on this point, and permit me to say that, if hon- 
orable Senators would consult that able report, | 
think they would find less difficulty in meeting 
this subject practically. I perceive it is stated in 
that report that in the military department of 
Texas, (and I ask the Senator from Texas to pay 
little attention to this,) there are thirty thousand 
Indians. Of our present Army, we have given to 
Texas two thousand eight hundred and eighty-six 
regulars, for the protection of that department. 

ith thirty thousand Indians, she has two thou- 
sand two hundred and eighty-six regulars. !n 
addition to that, Texas has six companies of Texan 
volunteers, which the Government pays a dollar 
a day to each man. These six companies cost 
the United States more than all the regulars in 
the State. In the bill now under consideration, 
an amendment has been inseried ——s 
nearly $200,000 to pay Texas for volunteers, in 
addition to the two thousand two hundred and 
eighty-six regulars. Yet the Senator from Texas 
said yesterday that Texas never had been pro- 
tected by this Government; that the Government 
does nothing for Texas; that Texas has been 
overlooked by the United States. We have is 
that State nearly three thousand regulars, and six 
hundred of their own men, paid at an enormous 
expense by this Government to protect them 
against thirty thousand Indians; still they s@y 


‘they are not half protected; they have been neg- 
lected 


Now, let us turn. to their poor, feeble, help- 
less neighbor, New Mexico, that has no Senators 
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. yocate her claims, and her wants, or to 
_s wn She has no voice here, as Texas 
oa Sir, New Mexico has an Indian population || 
ba fifty thousand, twe~ty thousand more than 
Texas. Those fifty thousand Indiane have en- 


tered into no treaties with the Government, and 








nowledge no submission to it. How is 
ta ated a rciaaial and defended? She hasa 
force of only one thousand six hundred and fifty- 
four officers and men to protect her against fifty 
thousand Indians. She has no volunteers, she 
has been allowed none; and she has only haif the 
regular force that Texas has. That is the condi- 
tion of New Mexico; but she has ne one here to 
advocate her claims; there is no voice from that 
‘oor, silent, helpless Territory, to tell the condition 
of her people. I stated the other day that an 
oficer directly from New Mexico had informed 
me, that about a thousand New Mexican women 
and children had been made prisoners within the 
jgst three years by the savage Indian tribes, 
and are now in captivity. He told me that the 
Indians walk into their little pueblos, with their 
rides and their tomahawks in their hands, and if 
they do not give them what they want, they seize 
ther women and drag them away, and even tear 
thechildren from the mothers’ breast. Yet there is 
no one to say New Mexico is not protected; but 

a Senator from Texas rises here,and tells you his 

State has never been: protected, is not protected 

now; and at the same time he refuses to give any 

additional protection to any of the Territories. [ 
cannot understand such reasoning, and such argu- 
ment. 

i might go through the documents, and show 
that New Mexico has no protection; and that the 
force contemplated by my amendment will not 
give her adequate protection. Why? The Sen- 
ator from Texas [Mr. Rusk] has already said 
there are three or four emigrant lines. The force 
proposed by the Senator from Virginia, being a 
mounted force, will operate, or ought to operate, 
upon these emigrant lines. I wish to have two 
additional regiments of infantry, one to be estab- 
lished as a permanent force in New Mexico, and 
the other as a permanent force in Oregon and 
Washington Territories. Has that honorable 
Senator thought of Oregon and Washington, and 
examined the condition of those Territories at 
this time? Has he not perceived that the Snake 
Indians there are in a state threatening desolation 
to those Territories? Does he not know that 
his two" mounted regiments, when you cut them 
up into little detached parties, will not be half suf- 
ficient even to protect the emigrant lines? Does 
he not know that permanent, established, forces are 
better for overawing the Indians who have not 
declared hostility, than any mounted troops? 

The propesition, therefore, now under consid- 
eration, is this: You refuse to give the Executive 
the volunteers. From the first, | have thought, 
myself, that those volunteers might be hazardous; 
1 was afraid they might involve us in war; I did 
not press that provision, but [ insist upon giving, 
as an equivalent for that velunteer force, two regi- 
ments of cavalry and two of infantry. To what 
extent will this increase the Army of the United 
States? To about fourteen thousand effective 
men. With my proposed increase, the actual 
force of the whole Army of the United States will 
not be more than about fourteen thousand efiective 
men. Give Texas what she has now—three 
thousand, or nearly three thousand, Then give 

New Mexico nothing like what Texas says is 
necessary to her, and soon; and what kind of a 
force will you have throvghout the Territories? 
Sir, I say less than this is no substitute for the 
demand of the Executive. If we give a force a 

all, let us give what is capetined an adequate 

force, and one that will accemplish the object. 

W here is the necessity ef dealing with it in this 

manner? Does the honorable Senator from Vir- 

€inia suppose that, if the Indians are in a dis- 
turbed, excited, and hostile state, two regiments 
of seeaey will be sufficient to protect the whole 
sea-board of the Pacific, including Washingten 
and Oregon, even leaving California to take care 
of herself? Do not the Senators from California 
know that they have not sufficient protection ? 

Will they not tell you that the protection afforded 

now 18 ne protection for California? 

Well, sir, if California and Texas, strong and 
powerful States, be in that condition, what is the 
condition of a poor, helpless place like New Mex- 
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ico? If she had Senaters here, as those States | discussing the question. What Sbelioce~tna the 


have, then you would hear very different stories 1 


from those 
this body. 
seen some of those Indians for whom my henor- || 
able friend from Texas, (Mr. Hovsron,} who || 
spoke yesterday, has such a generous, warm heart. 

1 unite with him in that feeling. He thinks they 

ought to be civilized; so do 1. Let us civilize || 


—— by honorable Senators in 


have taken up their case. I have || 


honorable Senaior from Virginia cannot answer 
it, no Senator in this body can—is, that this force 
which | have now proposed asa substitute for the 
volunteers, isnot more than sufficient. | believe 
it is not sufficient. 1 want te know if any Senator 
will rise in hie place and say he is satisfied it is 
amply sufficient to protect the emigrant lines and 
our frontier settlements? I think not. What 


them; but until they are civilized, in God’s name, || kind of a force is this? ‘The Executive has sent 
let us keep them from taking the scalps of tne || us a request for a certain amount of force; sayin 


whites; that is what’ 1 desire. Let us civilize || 


them. 'I will join him in any practical plan to || 


civilize the oe of this continent; but until |! 
that be ac 


it is necessary; and.a Senator rises up here and 
says, “* in the first place, we cannot carry a prop- 
osition for that force, in my opinion; and in the 


mplished, I object to his remedy. || next place, I think that force is not necessary.’’ 


If I understand it, he inclines to withdawing the || [s that the coarse which we should pursue? 


whole Army of the United States. That 1s his | 
proposition. 


He has no very high opinion, I be- || 


The Senater from Texas [Mr. Rusx] who 
spoke to-day, says there has been great neglect 


lieve, of the Army generally. In that I differ || in relation to this increase of the Army. Weil, 


from-him. 
Army for a short time; and permit me to express | 


to that honorable Senator the impression they || means to protect the white settlers and emi 


made upon me. Taking them generally, I have | 


[ have had a little connection with that || sir, let us make 


up for that neglect; let us vote 
the force demanded; let us give the President the 


ts, 


/and to protect the Indians also. That is my 


never associated with more honorable, high- || opinion of our duty. Upon that I rest the case. 


minded men than the officers of the Army. 


honorable Senators. That is my opinion, and I 
have had a little experience in both positions. | 
Some of them are not good men. There are some | 


with a less force than that proposed in the amend- 


[ || l wish any gentleman to tell me if New Mexico, 
think they would compare pretty well even with 1 


Washington, Oregon, Kansas, and Nebraska Ter- 
ritories, and the emigrant lines, can be protecied 


ment which | have had the honor to offer? Why, 


mean men in the Army; but, as a body, I do not || sir, if any Senator will take the trouble to run 


think the honorable Senator has done justice to 
the gallant Army. If l understand him, hethinks | 
it is an army of show—an army merely for parade. | 

Mr. HOUSTON. Will the gentleman permit | 
me to interrupt him ? 

Mr. SHIELDS. Certainly. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman has a right | 
to understand my language as he may think | 
proper; but I made no such insinuation as that 
they were an Army merely for show. As I may 
find it necessary to reply, I shall now make only 
one remark in relation to the officers of the Army. 
While those gentlemen demean themselves in a 
manner becoming and suitable to the uniform they 
wear, and the condition they occupy, no member 
of the Senate has a higher appreciation of their 
character or their profession, than I entertain. As | 
a body of gentlemen, long experience has taught 
me to appreciate them highly, and I shall always 
cherish that*fegling towards them, which arises | 
from a conviction of their chivalry, their honor, 
and their gentlemanly bearing. shall say no | 
more now, as I may be called upon to reply to the | 
Senator. 

Mr, SHIELDS. Mr. President, I am very 
happy to hear the honorable Senator present that 
view of the case. I perhaps misunderstood him. 
He alluded, I have no doubt, to some particular 
cases, but he did not specify them. 

Mr, HOUSTON. r 








alrea 


' through the documents, he will see, as | have 
dy stated, that it is only putting two or three 
thousand men to protect one of those immense 


' military departments, where there are upwards of 
'one hundred thousand Indians. 


Who will say 


that such a force is too much? Why should 


| there be hesitation in agreeing to the proposition 
suggested by the Executive? 


[ trust the Senate 
| will agree to my amendment. 
| Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, as a member 
of the Committee on Military Affairs, perhaps it 
| is incumbent on me to state the reasoris whe I 
shall vote with the chairman of the committee on 
| this question. It is admitted on all hands that a 
| force is necessary to be raised for the defense of 
our Indian frontier, and of the emigrant lines to 
| California and Oregon, How was the committee 
to act, and how is Congress to act on that subject, 
| except from the information which they may ob- 
| tain in relation to the necessity of this increase of 
| tne Army? Where were we to apply for the in- 
formation necessary to control our action? It 
seems to me we should apply to the Executive of 
the United States, the commander-in-chief of the 
| Army and Navy. Have we received the inform- 
‘ation necessary to enable us to act? We have, 
| sir. A communication on the subject was received 
by this body from the President, and referred by 
the Senate to the Committee on Military Affairs. 


specified the case of Lieu- || On the suggestions of the President, that commit- 


tenant Grattan, and others, who treated the Indians || tee has acted. How havethe mitority of the com- 


like dogs. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I am happy to have the Sen- 
ator’s testimony in connection with my own in 
favor of the gallantry, the chivalry, and the honor 
of the officers ofthe Army. I do not pretend that 
they are all so, but, | think, on the average they 
may be considered about as honorable and honest 
as any other class of our countrymen. 

There is another point to which I wish to 
advert. The honorable Senator [Mr. Houston] 
seemed to think that the Army performed very lit- | 
tle service to the country, and was rather intended 
for show than use. | have not read his speech as | 
published this morning, but | speak from what I 
thought I heard yesterday. In my humble opin- | 
ion, there is no army whose duties are what are | 
called peaceful, who perform more trying, dis- | 
agreeable service than the Army of the United 
States. Away on the frontier; far from. their 
homes; far from the white settlements; in the | 
woods, you may say; far from the comforts of | 
civilization, they are in a kind of banishment, per- | 
forming the most disagreeable of all duties— | 
watching trains and looking after wild Indians. | 
For my own part, | cannot imagine persons 
thrown into a more disagreeable service than offi- 
cers and soldiers who are now acting on our fron- 
tier. I dislike very much to hear it said that they 
do nothing, that they are a mere show or parade 
Army, or anything of that kind, knowing, as I 








| mittee, those known, or supposed, to be actuated 
by feelings of opposition to the present Adminis- 
tration, acted on this question? They have waived 
i all feeling; they have forgotten their party rela- 
tions; and, burying party feeling in patriotism, 
| have come forward to sustain the recommendation 
| of the Administration which seems to have but few 
friends among its own supporters on this ques- 
!tion. They did what they thought was proper, 
| in the discharge of their duty to the country, by 
| recommending the strengthening of the Army 
| which defends it. 
The President called upon us for an increase of 
the Army. In what manner? By volunteers, 
| which can be brought into the field immediately 
| for the protection of the frontier and the emigrant 
| lines. The Secretary of War—-than whom there 
are few or none who understand betier the duties 
| of the Department over which he presides—asks 
| you to grant him liberty to employ that force. He 
| has communicated the information upon which 
| his request is founded. In accordance with his 
| request, and in conformity with the information 
| which he presented to the Binsie, the chairman of 


|| the Committee on Military Affairs was author- 


ized, with unparalleled unanimity, the com- 

War, and ascertain all that he could from them in 
_ relation to the present necessity, and then bring 
| their proposition before the committee for action. 


b 
mittee, to go to the President and the decretaky of 


de, that they perform a great deal of very hard, | That proposition was laid before the committee. 


very ungracious, and very disagreeable service. 
I do not wish to occupy any further time in 


| They have adopted it, and presented it to this 
body. 
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Now, sir, whatis the antagonistical proposition? 
It comes from the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance—the Chancellor of the Exchequer—the 
fiscal committee of this body, assuming the war 


power, and declaring that the Committee on Mili- | ' 
tary Affairs, sustaining the War Department, is | with any feeling as a party man; for, on this sub- || tee. 


incapable of judging of the necessities of the coun- 
try, and that the financial department shail contro! 
the War Department. Sir, it is a strange condi- 


sustaining the measures of the President and the 


| 


| istration. In this case, the party to which the 


| Administration belongs is overwhelmingly in the plain of it; nor should I 


|| majority, and yet we are told that the President’s 
| recommendation cannot be carried out? 
Mr. President, I have not made these remarks 


|| ject, | have yielded every feeling of that sort, and, 
mn the language of my friend from Tennessee, 


[Mr. Jones,] | go for the protection of the country. |, President of the United States and 


has demanded this. If any calamity should be- 


| 
| 
tion of things to see me standing here to-day, The authority which has a right to call upon us 
} 
| 


Secretary of War, while their friends oppose 
them on grounds strange and extraordinary. ‘How 
will the country understand this proposition when 
it is stripped of its verbiage and plainly presented 





| 

| fall the country, if men, women, and children 
should suffer from a failure on our part to agree 
to the recommendation of the President of the 
| United States, where will the responsibility rest? 





to them? The President and the Secretary of || In the first place it would have rested on the Com- 


War are counteracted by their own friends, who 
state that their minds have come to a conclusion 
different from that of the Administration. 


say that they have received information from 


gentlemen, who are competent to give it, and on | 


whose judgment they rely. My friend from Vir- 
ginia stated that to be the case with him. Is not 
thie an intimation that the President and Secretary 
of War are not so competent to present informa- | 
tion upon which the Senate can rely, as other 

entlemen—probably officers of the Army, or 
dion agents—are to communicate facts upon 
which the Senate should act? -Who are these 
men that have conveyed this information to the 
Senator? Who are the individuals on whose in- 
formation he is willing to bring his mind to the | 
conclusion that the proposition of the President | 
and Secretary should not be adopted? Now, asa. 
Senator, what am Ito do? Take the recommend- | 
ation of the President aud his Secretary of War, | 
for | know not the outside gentlemen, whose com- | 


' 


| 
' 
| 
{ 


They || 


|| Opposition to it. 


mittee on Military Affairs if they had failed to 
| discharge their duty; but irrespective of differences 
ou political questions, all the members of the com- 
mittee united to sustain the recommendation of the 

President of the United States and the Secretary of 
War, and we are driven here on this floor to fight 
for it. The friends of the Administration tell us 
that they are not for the measure which it has re- 
commended, but that they wish to diminish the 
| requisition to two regiments, and five hundred 





| unnecessary. One Senator tells us that he is 
| against the proposition of the committee because 
he has received information, not from the legiti- 


|| mate or constitutional source, but from outsiders, 


}gpomsing him that it is unnecessary. If I were 
| to attac the Administration in that way, it would 
_ be charged on me as unkindness, growing out of 


| Sir, in an hour like this, when there is danger 





petency is so great that they should be relied upon 
in preference to the Executive Department. 
r. RUSK. Will the Senator allow me to in- 
terrupt him? 
Mr. DAWSON. Yes,sir. 
Mr. RUSK. A bill has been reported from the | 
Committee on Military Affairs, of which the hon- | 





orable Senator is a member, to provide for four || whether we can convert the Indian, and make & | tected in those distant and thinly peopled regions, 
additional regiments for the regular Army. Such | civilized man out of him; but it is a proposition || we are called upon to protect our emigrants passing 


reports have frequently been made heretofore, but | 
they have always failed. Then, if we cannot get | 
four regiments, are nottwo better than none? The 


proposition of the Senator from Virginia gives us | 


thetwo. L[hope we shall take that; and if the prop- || 


osition to raise four regiments can be passed, the | 
bill on the table, to which I have referred, can be | 
calied up and passed in such a shape asto provide | 
for the other two regiments. My fear is, that by | 
trying to get the four regiments we shall lose the | 
whole. 

Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, has it come | 





of an Indian war, no man should think of his 
| party relations; no one ought to hesitate about a 
| mere divisionof opinion. Yet, at this time, when 
| the frontier is suffering, we are called upon to 


| listen to dissertations about the christianization and || bands of Indians, not familiar with our power, no, 
| civilization of the Indian, although the only point || accustomed to respect our Government, habituated 


| now before us is, protection against savage bar- 
| barity. It is not a question of benevolence, 


to protect our own people against his present sav- 
ageferocity. Itis nothing more nor less than this. 
While we are disputing here on a question of this 
kind, the frontier may be actually in imminent 
eril, . 
z My friend, the chairman of the Committee on 
| Miluary Affairs, at the request of the Executive 
Department, prepared this amendment; and pro- 
| posed to insert it on the Army appropriation bill, 
in order to expedite the bringing of the force into 
the defense of the country. My friend from Vir- 
ginia says he has waived all opposition to incor- 





to this, that, ina body, two thirds of whose mem- || porating it into this bill, and he has very properly 
bers are Administration men, and at a time when done so; but he presents another proposition in 


the frontier is suffering, when not only women 
and children, but men are frightened, and emi- || 
rants are clamoring for protection, it is to be | 
Sout forward here as an argument that the || 
recommendation of the Executive cannot be sus- || 
tained, because the representatives of the States, 1 
and of the people, will not pass a law for the pro- | 
tection of the people! This, in my opinion, is 
no argument atall. It implies a want of patriot-— 
ism; it implies a want of just reflection on the || 
part of the Congress of the United States, to urge | 
such a consideration. 
It is said, however, that this measure cannot be 
ssed. It is said that it has not been passed | 
efore. Why? Was there any alarm on the | 
frontier then? Was the suffering condition of | 
New Mexico then such as it has been stated to 
be now, by the chairman of the Committee on 
Military Affairs? Had the President of the Uni- 
ted States, and the Secretary of War, then laid 
before you the calamitous conuition of that section 
of the Union? Certainly not; end this may be | 
some reason why the increase was not made be- 
fore. 1t is almost an insult to the representatives 
of the nation to suppose that they would be dere- 
lict in duty under such circumstances as now 
exist. Jtis certainly an unkind allegation to come 
from the friends of the Administration, to say this 
ought not to be done, and cannot be done. Why, 
sir, the Executive arm of the Government has 
scarcely ever been so weak in this country that, 
in a just cauge, it could not command a majorit 
of Congress, even though a majority of bot 
Houses were of opposite politics from the Admin- || 


j 


| concurred with the Executive Department on this 
subject. We have done so unanimously. We 


antagonism to it, which is calculated to lead to 
delay. The Committee on Military Affairs have 


believe that a force of three thousand men is not 
too much. The mode of bringing them into the 
field is another question. All we ask now, is an 
appropriation to raise the troops, and when we 
have done that, weshall have discharged our duty. 

Although the Committee on Military Affairs 
may be mistaken in their judgment, and may have 
improperly indorsed the wishes of the President, 
they ought to be presumed, at jeast, to know as 
much as the Committee on Finance in relation to 
those things which are necessarily thrown before 
them for investigation. But, sir, like many other 
committees, our influence, I know, is but limited. 
Our investigations command but little confidence. 
We do not speak er cathedra. We only speak a’ 
so many persons; and it is the weight which be- 
longs to our recommendations, especially when 
they are in conformity with the suggestions of the 
Executive, on which we expect to carry them. If 
this were a question of finance, of raising revenue 
to sustain the Army, the Committee on Finance 
would have my support, because I invariably con- 
sider that they understand the questions submitted 
to them, and upon which their minds are necessa- 
rily brought to bear. We, however, cannot grum- 
ble, as members of the Committee on Military 
Affairs, when we perceive that the Executive 


himself, and the Secretary of War, seem not to 











be heeded by their own political friends. For this to 
reason, I do not feel in the least incommoded by || ments of artillery are no longer receiving ‘°° | 
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the course which is being taken; nor shalj |... 


have said a ~ 
the fact that yesterday the cheitinas or 4 ue 
| mittee referred to my friend from Tennesse, 
myself as concurring in the report of the an = 
e did so, and we are now prebianed 
assume the responsibility which that concur 
devolves on us. We are prepared to sustaj, 
U ' 
of War in their recommendation, “wee 
that they are acting from pure principles of ey 
otism, and a desire to protect the count ne 
| measure is, in our judgment, calculated to do a 
and hence we concurred in the report of it. 
Mr. PEARCE. Mr. President, I agree y;, 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Hunter] in m S 
that he has said. I think his general stn” 
tions on this subject just, and his objection, 
the sepa of a volunteer force seem to ;,, 
invincible, and yet, sir, I prefer the propositioy r 
the Senator from Illinois to that of the Sens, 
from Virginia. I think that the increase of ,,. 
regular Army, which the Senator from Illinois p,. 
| poses, is demanded by the general exigencies o,,, 
service. I think the necessity of this increase bs 
been manifested for many years, or rather giy,, 





mounted volunteers, and that everything else is |; the ren of these extensive Territories Which 


| have fallen to us within the last eight years, 
of us who were here then niion sda a 
of the objections urged to those large acquisition, 
| was, that they would render inevitable a very |s;., 
increase of the regular Army, if we meant to ¢. 
| tend protection to the Territories which we wer 
| thus acquiring, and which stood so much mor: ;, 
| need of protection than any other part of th B 
United States. We have acquired, within they, 
| eight years, a territory quiteas largeas the Origins! ee 
territory of the Union, considerably more than , 
million of square miles, a territory sparsely se. 
| tled, for the most part inhabited only by fierce 





Seu 


to a life of savage predatory incursions and war. : 
fare. Besides the settlements which are to be pro. J 
. 

from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast. 4 
Sir, all this renders necessary the increase of 3 


force which has been asked for by the Senato 
from Illinois. 1 suppose the Senate are quite we! 
aware that the greater proportion of the regulir 
Army now has been drawn off to these new cou- 
tries, to defend Texas, California, and New Mex. 
ico, Oregon, and Washington. In all the Unied 
States east of the Mississippi, we have a military 
force of only one thousand five hundred and 
seventy-four officers and men, of whom five hu- 
dred are in Florida alone. In Texas, which is: 
military department, there are two thousand mil 
of routes through the Indian country, over whici 
emigrants are frequently passing to New Mexico 
and the Pacific. In this department there are two 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-six officersani’ 
men to keep in check thirty thousand Indin, F 
for the most part predatory, and to repress hos! J 
ities on the Mexican frontier. In the departme: F 
of New Mexico, with a larger Indian population, | 
more unused to the authority of the United Stats, 
and trained to plunder and violence, we have ov 
thousand six hundred and fifty-four officers a! 
men. In the rest of the vast region between (it 
Rocky mountains and the Mississippi, the |" 
dian population of which is estimated at one hu'- 
dred and eighty thousand, and many of whom «' 
hostile in feeling to us, we have one thouss 
eight hundred and thirty-five officers and me" 
man our posts and protect the emigrants to (:- 
fornia, and Oregon, and Washington. In the‘ 

artment composed of these last Territories 0” 

tate, with Utah, in which the Indian population 
is supposed to be over one hundred and ‘bir 
thousand, and where there are two thousand mi 
of emigrant routes through their country, we he't 
one thousand three hundred and sixty-five office's 
and men—our whole effective force is about elev" 
thousand men—six thousand of whom are &* 
tered through the vast Territories acquired with” 
the last few years, and more are now imperativ’ ) 
demanded for the same service, and were une* 
orders at the beginning of this session. All ts 
1 learn from the Secretary’s report. 

So pressing have been the demands, end °° 
inadequate the forces to be supplied, that our re: 
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. if we kept them at the places to which they should | 


nd exercised in the practice necessary | 
hem in that arm of the service to which |} 
They are, for the most part, serving || 
infantry. Many of our forts on the maritime || 
enter are left unguarded and uncared for by 
per oecupants—the soldiers of the United || 
gates, ¢n some cases a sergeant and a handful | 
of men are stationed at a fort; in others somebody | 
therwise unconnected with the Army is laced in | 
helt and a few laborers are hired to do neces- | 
vary work. Now it is proposed to take from the | 
fortresses, where there is a company, the half of | 
thet company. Sach are the make-shifts of the 
military service in our great country. 

The artillery are not, in fact, artillery. They 
are not prepared now, if an exigency should arise 
requiring their services, to do themselves the credit || 
and the country the justice which they would do | 


training, a 
to perfect t 
they belong. 


fronu 
their pro 








erly assigned—our fortifications. 
Oe a the preposition originally introduced | 
by the Senator from Illinois, was to give three | 
thousand volunteers to the President, in ‘conse- | 
quence of the threatening aspect of our Indian | 
relations in the northwest. ‘That seemed to be | 
obiected to by almost every ope. The proposi- | 
tion of the Senator from Virginia is to give two | 
regiments of mounted men, regulars, and five | 
hundred volunteers. The five hundred volunteers | 
would be insufficient for the purpose of overawing | 
the Indians from whom hostilities are feared, and, | 
therefore, | think it is manifest his amendment | 
will not answer the desired purpose. The Presi- | 
dent never contemplated the employment of vol- || 
unteers as dispensing with the necessity of that || 
increase of the regular Army for which he asked. || 
It was only preliminary to it—to occupy the |} 
ground which they would occupy as soon as they 
should be raised and organized. 
I think every consideration prompts us to the || 
employment of regulars instead of volunteers, || 
end the necessity of the increase of the Army, from | 
the general considerations stated, must be appar- 
ent. So, also, it seems to me thereis a particular | 
necessity at this time for that increase. I confess | 
I have greater apprehensions than the Senator | 
from Virginia, if not as great as any Senator who | 
has spoken on this subject, of an extensive Indian | 
outbreak. I have had occasion, since the Presi- | 
dent’s message was sent to the Senate, to examine | 
a variety of papers in the War Department, which | 
have been recently received. I have seen a letter | 
from Lieutenant Fleming, who commandedat Fort | 
Laramie, near which the massacre of Lieutenant | 
Grattan and his party took place. I have seen a | 
remarkably well written letter from Major Win- || 
ship, who is, I believe, an Indian agent, and who | 
furnishes most accurate and reliable information, || 
and another from an intelligent gentleman return- || 
ing from California, who was at Fort Laramie | 
on the day of the massacre of Lieutenant Grat- | 
tan’s party, and at the time of that occurrence was 
at the house of Bardeau, an Indian trader, within || 
sight of which the massacre took place, who wit- 
nessed the whole transaction from the roof of the || 
house. From all these papers 1 am inclined to | 
think that, so far from this massacre owing its || 
origin to the killing of a cow, as some suppose, | 
that unfortunate affair was but an incident and a || 











intention. Two of the bands were encamped || the Senator from Illinois. Well, sir, | think no 
parailel with the road; the tnird, the Brulé band, || one can hesitate to prefer the employ ment of reg- 
in the midst of whom the offender had taken ref- | ulars, if he has any regard to expense. I always 
uge, was between their encampment and the river. \ knew that volunteers were much more expensive 
The officer in command of the detachment had || than regulars, but I did pot know how much 
to pass through the first two encampments to || greater was the expense of maintaining volunteer 
reach the third. tie was surrounded by nearly || than regular forces until 1. procured an estimate 
fifteen hundred men in a state of great irritation, || from the War Department on the subject, which 1 
and evidently prepared for what toliowed. The || have in my possession. According to this esti- 
gentleman who saw the affair from the top of || mate, the sum required to organize, equip, and 
Bardeau’s house, says they surrounded him within || Maintain for one year two regiments of cavalry, 





the space of twenty or twenty-five yards. The i 


chiefs told him that they had difficulty in restrain- 
ing their young men. The officer saw—he could 
not fail to see—that they meditated hostilities, and | 
wanted only a pretext. He was in a situation | 
from which he not only could not retreat with 
honor, but coulu not retreat atall. He was com- | 
pelied to fight, and to lay down his life. as he did. 
The surrender of the fugitive had been promised, 
and the promise was not fulfilled, Lieutenant | 
Fieming had been invited to send this detachment | 


on the. basis of sixty-four privates to a company, 
is as follows: For pay, expense of recruiting, 


| subsistence, quartermaster’s d ment, and 


medical department, $1,288,584. he cost of two 
infantry regiments for the same time, would be 


| $901,625; making a total expense for the regular 
forces of $2,189,209. There are three thousand 


one hundred and fifty-four in four regiments, 


|| estimating the companies at sixty-fourmen. The 


cost of the mounted volunteers proposed to be 
raised by the original amendment of the Senator 


for him. The Indian chiefs had chosen their || from Illinois, would be $3,695,899 for one year, 
ground and arranged their men with judgment, so || from which we have to deduct $203,742, the esti- 
that the detachment must be surrounded if they || mated cost of five hundred Indians for the year. 
persisted in executing their purpose, and the young | Make this deduction, and we should find a differ- 
warriors were seen to post themselves in some |) ence of $] 302,848 less expense in the organization 
coppice, near by the encampment. Every ar- || and maitenance for one year of three thousand 
rangement of the savages indicated a premeditated | one hundred and fifty-four regulars than of three 
attack upon the troops. ‘ , |, thousand volunteers. 

There is some discrepancy in the evidence, as || It is also to be remembered, that, at the close 
to whether the firing was commenced by Lieuten- || of the year, at least three fourths of the dragoon 
ant Gratian’s command, or by the Indians. But || horses of the regular Army would still be in the 
there are some circumstances which go to satisty || possession of he United States, and you would 
me that the Indians made the attack; not with |, — to add about $200,000 for this item, which 
rifles, to be sure, but with arrows, which, at || would make a difference of $1,500,000. There is 
twenty-five yards distance are quiteas effective as, || another thing to be considered, that, at the expira- 
and probably more serviceable than, riges, because || tion of the term of service of the volunteers who 
they can shoot more rapidly. ~The traveler who || furnish their own horses, they will have claims 
saw the affray from Bardeau’s house, did not see || for horses lost in the service; and it seems to me 
the flight of arrows, but he saw the firing of the || that it would be a very safe allowance to add 
guns; and the arrows might easily have been || $150,000 for this item; so that really, all things 
shot without his seeing them. But very few 1 considered, the expense of maintaining equel 
Indians were wounded in the contest; only one || bodies of regulars and volunteers is in favor of the 
chief was killed, and two or three were wounded. || regulars as one to two. On the score of expense, 
It is impossible to suppose that twenty-nine men ) therefore, it seems to me that there can be no 


armed with muskets would have discharged their | 
muskets into such a body of men as the Indians | 
there collected, without doing more damage than | 


hesitation in giving the regulars the preference to 
volunteers, 
Gentlemen best acquainted with the subject 





that. Besides, they fired both their howitzers || seem to consider, as the Senator from Virginia 
once. Yet every soldier was massacred, except | does, that regulars are much to be preferred to 
one man who escaped to the fort, and, soon after || volunteers for this service for other reasons. They 
died, while the ineffective fire of the troops could 1 are under stricter discipline. They can be more 
only have been caused by the sudden, aud, at the || easily restrained. They can be used to everawe 
moment, unexpected discharge of the Indian || the Indians, and to prevent hostilities. Volun- 
arms, in the prosecution of that hostility which || teers cannot be used to prevent hostilities; they 
they entertained. ‘The savages then proceeded to || wish to rush into a conflict at once; they seek to 
carry off the goods and stores from tbe store- || increase and multiply hostilities. They go out, 
hou@s where they had been deposited; and trom || as some gentleman from the West has well said, 
that time down to the period of our jatest intelli- i for a fight, and a fight they will have. If they 
gence from that country, they have manifested | fight, and pursue the Indians, they will kil! a 
a very fierce spirit of revenge. They talk | great many, and break up and scatter the bands; 
‘* thirsting for war, and of wiping out the whites,’’ || but after a while, when you have withdrawn your 
one of their peculiar expressions, and a very sig- || forces, what will be the consequence? The In- 
nificant one. ‘The Indian traders who have been || dians, in a state of desperation and revenge, will 
residing among these bands, we are informed by || renew the conflict, and you will then have to em- 
these papers to which | refer, have withdrawn || ploy regulars after all, or summon together new 


| from their stations in the Indian country, because || volunteers at fresh expense. 


they are satisfied, from the language and conduct; I think, therefore, we cannot do better than 


consequence of premeditated hostility on the part || of those Sioux, that their intention ts to enter into | adopt the proposition of the Senator from Illinois; 
of the Indians, who had been encamped near that | hostilitities, and considered neither their property | but if the Senate shall not adopt it, 1 shall be 
fort for some days. And so far from condemning | nor their lives to be safe. They do not know the | forced totake the proposition of the Senator from 
that unfortunate young officer, who sacrificed his | power of this country. They exaggerate their | Virginia, because | prefer thatto calling out three 
life from a sense of duty, I feel disposed to applaud || own and they diminish ours. ‘They are disposed | thousand volunteers. | think, however, the Sen- 


him and exalt his memory, because I think he laid i to try the fortune of war with us, preferring, as | ate should 
down his life in discharge of what he considered || they told Mr. Vaughan, the Indian agent, to steal || subject. 


to be due to personal honor and military duty. | 
[tis impossible to read the statement of Major | 
inship without perceiving that those three bands | 
of Indians, numbering between one thousand and 
fifteen hundred men, one of whom had killed the 
cow which led to this affray, were in a state of | 
ill-feeling, at all events, towards the United States | 


troops and authorities. When the animal was 


killed, and the emigrant went to the fort to ask 

that a demand should be made for the punishment | 
of the offender, the head chief was sent for, and | 
at first promised to deliver him up; afterwards | 


he invited the United States officer, commanding | 


at Fort Laramie, to send to his camp and get the 

man. Lieutenant Fleming accordingly sent Lieu- | 
tenant Grattan with twenty nine men for this pur- | 
pose. They found the Indians ene in such | 
& position as to show that an ambuscade was their | 


| needed in Oregon, where there a 





act for itself independently on this 
If the other House of Congress do not 
horses and take scalps to receiving the presents | choose to adopt the proposition, they can modify 
which the United States make them. Since this || it as suits themselves, and then we can agree with 
massacre a party of the same Indians has attacked | them or not, as to us seems best. But the two 
the mail wagons, killing several men, and carrying || Houses of Congress being of equal and independ- 
off, among other things, $10,000 in gold. }} ent authority in such matters of legislation, it 
In this state of things, it seems to me that the | becomes us to govern our course by our own judg- 
— necessity for an increase of our military || ments, uncontrolled and unaffected by the sup- 
orce becomes still more urgent. Then the ques- || posed judgment of the other House, which, indeed, 
tion arises, shall this increase be volunteers or | 
regulars? Almost every one admits that wemust || cipate. I will add, sir, that, at this period, when 
have two regiments of mounted men. It ought |! labor finds Jess reward than usual, and extraordi- 
to be remembered also, that in some parts of the || nary want afflicts a part of our people, we shall 
country we want foot soldiers. 1 understand, for / peekehie find that the recruiting service will pro- 

example, that a regiment of infantry is very much || ceed with unusual dispatch. _ 
re, particularly in|| Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, the Senator 
the eastern part of the Territory, some powerful || from Georgia |Mr. Dawson] has taken me to task 
for my relations to the Administration. tleseems 


and warlike tribes, who are in a state of discou-| 
tent, particularly the Snakes, as mentioned by | to think that I am bound te sustain every propo- 


may not prove to be such as some Senators anti- 
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sition that comes from the Administration, in so 
many letters and figures, and he boasts that he is 
doing so. Well, sir, if that is the rivalry upon 
which he invites me to enter, I assure him that I 
willingly yield him the palm, because I do not hold 
a vd und to register the edicts of any power 
w 








! Indian Affairs, who gives us the statements of the 
lagents. I understand that one of the former 
| agents—the present Delegate from Kansas—has 
|| letters in his pocket from some of tne agents who 
|| have written to him that the Indians would give 





up the offender in that particular case. I have not || raise the force, if we do makethe 


atever. But I will say, in relation to this mat- || seen the letters; but I asked permission to see 


ter, that { sup the best service I can render to 
the Administration, and to my friends, is to con- 
tribute all in my power to sound legislation. If I 
can aid in producing a sounder state of legislation 
than one which is proposed, | certainly render one 
of the best services which I can render to those 
who are in power, and who will have to execute it. 

But, sir, is the gentleman from Georgia—this 
new-made Administration man—so literal in his 
obedience as he boasts of being? The proposition 
of the Administration was for three thousand vol- 
unteers. Does he adhere to that? If 1 understand 
him, he is ready now to abandon it, if you will 
rive him four regiments of regulars. | understand 
the chairman of the Committee on Military Affaire 
is ready to abandon that if you will give him four 
regiments of regulars; so that it seems they, too, 
claim the right of judgment in relation to the 
merits of the propositions. I am sure that, if the 
Administration and the War Department had to 
choose between three thousand volunteers, with- 
out any addition to the regular Army, and the 


them, for I understand there are letters to that 
effect. 1 know, too, that Major Neighbors, the 
Indian agent in Texas, hag lately oni a report, 
in which he says the Camanches are more peace- 
fully inclined now than they have ever been, that 
| they are disposed to settle on their reservations. 
And he speaks well of that policy. 

Still, sir, all the agents admit that there is a dis- 
position on the part of the roving tribes to plunder 
the emigrant trains as they pass from one side of 
the ¢ontinent to the other, and that some force is 
| necessary in order to check those attacks upon the 
| trains. Those persons who ought to know some- 
thing about it, have been of opinion that two 
| mounted regiments will be sufficient. I will go 
further, sir, and say that I believe if you were to 
| ask the Secretary of War himself whether those 
| regiments would not be sufficient to meet that 
emergency of which I have spoken, and which is 
| the only one that I believe to exist, he would say 
this provision would meet that emergency. Now 
| why should | vote for more thar. enough to meet 





proposition which I have made, they would take || what is the actual demand upon the country for 


mine in preference to that. They would doubtless 
prefer the three thousand volanteers and the four | 
regiments; but if they could get only one or the 
other uiey would take my proposition. | believe 
they would prefer four regiments to two; but in 
that I differ from them, and I give my vote ac- 
cording to my judgment, and not according to 
theirs. 

But the Senator from Georgia objects that this 
is a proposition from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, with which he seema to think the Com- 
mittee on Finance have nothing to do. Why, 
then, dothey offer itas an amendment to a general 
appropriation bill, which comes from the Com- 


mittee on Finance, and for which that Committee | 


is reeponsible? Why do they rot adhere to their 


military support and assistance? Why should [ 
| go beyond that ? 


| Mr. SHIELDS. Let me say to the honorable 


| Senator that the Secretary of War has already 
| asked for three thousand volunteers for the imme- 
| diate emergency, and also for four regiments, two 
of mounted men and two of infantry. Now, | 
| suppose what the honorable Senator means to say 
is, that the Secretary of War will eee what 
— give him; that is, he will try to do the best 
e can with whatever force you allow him; but he 
will tell you that he considers four regiments as 
| hardly enough, not for war, but to’prevent a war. 
| Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, 1 have just 
said that, in the opinion of the Secretary of War, 
| there is a greater emergency than I believe to 








original independent measure, and bring that up || exist. I have said that the Secretary of War 
as a separate bill? If they had done so, they || desires not only the four regiments of regulars, 


would have found the members of the Committee 
on Finance no more disposed to meddle with their 
measure than those of any other committee. 

The Senator aleo objects to my saying that I 
had consulted with gentlemen whom | supposed 
were experienced and had knowledge of such sub- 
jects, who thought the provision | proposed to 
make would meet the emergency. Sir, we have 
the testimony of a man, of whom I think we may 
say, without doing injustice to any other, that he 
is, perhaps, better acquainted with the subject than 
any gentleman on this floor, and as well acquainted 
with it, as any in the United States—I mean the 
distinguished Senator from Texas, who has 
spoken:to-day, [Mr. Rusx]—that my proposition 
will meet the emergency. He comes from a dis- 
trict of country which is supposed to be threat- | 
ened with this danger; and he says my amend- | 
ment is satisfactory. Did you not hear the other 
Senator from Texas, [Mr. Hovston,} who also 
is familiar with this matter, say it was not neces- 
sary to make the addition which had been pro- 
pesed to the volunteers ? 

Now, sir, in regard to this subject there are 
two sources of authority, There is the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs and the Department of 
the Interior, who gather their information from 
one source; and there is the Secretary of War, 
who gathers his from another. In order to ascer- 
tain fully what is the evidence in the case, we 
must examine both. When you do that, I think 
it will be found that the evidence, as far as it is 
published, sustains the view which | have taken, 
that there is n@ imminent prospect of a general 
Indiah war. If there were such a prospect of an 
Indian war from the British line down to the Gulf 
of Mexico, the provision which the Committee on 
Military Affairs has proposed, would not be ade- 
quate, for three thousand volunteers would not be 
enough to meet‘all the warriors whom those In- 
dian tribes could put into the field. You find that 
one account is given to us by the Senator from 
Maryland, {Mr. Pearce,}] which he has gathered 
from ietiers from officers of the Army, of the recent 
outbreak near Fort Laramie; and you find another 
account in the report of the Commissioner on 





| but the three thousand volunteers. I believe that 
| he thinks it would be well to raise them all; in that 
| I differ from bim. What I did say was, that, for 
the emergency of which I spoke, (that is, to pro- 
| vide for the necessity of guarding the emigrant 
| trains and of putting down occasional outbreaks 

along the line,) | thought he would admit that 

the force I propose to give would be sufficient, if 

that were the whole extent of the emergency. 

That he thinks there is a greater emergency, 
|T have already acknowledged and said. That, 
| however, is a quertion of fact for the@enate to 
wore it is a question of fact for Congress to 

decide upon all the rights which are before them. 
| I have a great respect, sir, for the opinions of 
| the Secretary of War upan such subjects; | know 
| he would recommend nothing that he did not be- 








lieve to be necessary; but, at the same time, I must 
be allowed to exercise my individual right of 
| judgment. I, too, have a conscience and an intel- 
| lect—a poor one, it is true; but still, | am. respon- 
| sible for acting up to such lights as have been 
| given to me, and | must act according to my own 
| sense of right, and not according to the opinions 
of another. 
| [have said that, after an attentive examination 
| of the reports from the Indian department, as well 
as fromvall that I could gather from both Depart- 
ments, I came to the conclusion that the emergency 
was not as presBing as other gentlemen seem to 
have supposed. If I believed that there was im- 


minent prospect of a general Indian war, I would. 


not do as the honorable Senator from Georgia 
proposes to do—give up the proposition for the 
three thousand volunteers, because they are asked 
for as an immediate force. If I believed an In- 
dian war were inevitable, I should go for that, 
and for the other measure, too. But why does 
he give it up? Net that he is not for it; I pre- 
| sume he is for it; but because he thinks he cannot 
_carry both, and he believes it expedient to car 
ee provision for four regiments of regulars. 
‘believe he cannot carry the four regiments of 
| regulars; but I think he can carry the two regi- 
ments of regulars, and five hundred volunteers. 
} Upon that question of expediency he has one 





Janu 

= ay 
opinion, and I have another. He acts u , 
}and | upen mine. He may be better inten hia, 








| he may have better sources of information thas 


| have; but we are each responsible fo 
| to such lights as we have. Thelieve that itn? 
rovi : 0 
my amendment seeks, we shall do all thar 
necessary, and we shail realize the good effec , 
it, and weshall find that more was not n me 
Mr. DAWSON. Mr. President, I 
enter into any controv with my fri 
Vaegininies to thish ia: the; hates Adminier’®? 
man. I have never claimed to be an Adminun 
tion man; but I have claimed to have confiie,. 
_in their recommendations, when those recommen: 
| ations are based upon an absolute necessity a 
180 towards protecting eur fellow-citizens o, the 
rontier. [t seems, however, from what has 
said by the Senator from Virginia, as if the E 
ecutive Department had a couple of heads, i, 
/seems to rely upon the Secretary ef the Inter 
as the proper person to give information op ; 
subject. ' 
Mr. HUNTER. I said I went to both Source, 
I did not undertake to decide between them: |, 
I said I thought we eught to examine al] the en 
dence. 
Mr. DAWSON. My impression was forme; 
that the various Departments of the Governae, 
| concentrated all their information in the Preside), 
and that he was the only channel through whic; 
we were to receive suggestions on subjecis comin 
_ within his province, on which we could oficial, 
rely. I am so little of an Administration 4, 
| that I knew nothing of the division of sentims; 
| between the Secretary of the Interior, on the on 
hand, and the President of the United States a; 
| the Secretary of War on the other. I did po 
| know before that there was such a controversy, 
| | did not knew that we were to be called upon to 
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| decide which understood the subject best; nor ii | 


| | suppose there was a division of opinion creats 
here by the officers in the Department of the Se. 
retory of the Interior. : 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope the gentleman wij | 
allow me to state what I did say? 
Mr. DAWSON. | Certainly. 


7 
|. Mr. HUNTER. What I stated was, thatthe | 


| was a contest between those from whom the hends | 

| of these Departments derived their information, | 

There is a contest between the Indian agents ani 

the officers of the Army, and there has been eve 

| since the Department of the Interior was created, 
There is a double head, and hence some of thx 
mischiefs under which we are now laboring. 

| Mr. DAWSON. Well, sir, who is the resp 

| sible person to whom we are to look for the cm: 

| rection of this difference of opinion? Am| wn 

| to the Secretary of the Interior, and ask whit ii 

| President of the United States ought to have dow’ 

| | should think not. It seems now, that there: 

|| difference of opinion on the subject. But wi! 

| complained of, in my friend from Virginia, 

| not that he was nota good Administration um 

| but that he did not give that credit and confidew 

| to the representatives of the President and tt 

| Secretary of War that he gave to the statemet 

of outsiders. That is the groundupon whichw | — 
variance originated. I have always preferred, 
a Senator, to take the information which I desir! 
te.control my action, as a member of this boiy, 
through the President of the United States. Ti 
President has communicated to us the necessit) 
for the measure before us, and I beg leave to ret! 
a few words from the letter of the Secretary#) 
War accompanying that communication of i 
President. The Secretary of War says: 

“ Since the date of that report, (referring to his lati 
nual, report), intelli e received from officers on W 
frontier, and thro’ the Department of the Interior {ma 
Indian agents, and other sources, show that the Indian" 
the western prairies and mountains are in hostile and de 
ant attitude, puseren at Qrenethet have —_ 
combinations Trpose 1 a general 
the whites during the approaching 8 he and summer, 
that those tribes can bring into the field from four to si1° — 
eight thousand warriors. Had the increase of the Ari), — 

| which was in my report of December, 1853, been, #) 4 
| an early ; authorized, the force’at the di of ity 
Department would have been sufficient to prevent the 
combinations, and, in all probability, would have prese'"® 
the lives of many valuable citizens from Indian massac’ 
This measure, however, has not been acted on, and att) — 
advanced period, should the bills, now pending in Congres 
| be passed, it will be found too late to organize a-reg'™ — 
enliated force, and place it in position in season to prev’! 
the anticipated attack, or to suppress it until after mvc 
mischief shail have been done.”’ 
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